
Jewish community. 

As a way of giving back and hope-
fully also again being named a 
beneficiary, our members need to 
participate however we can in the 
Black Tie Dinner.  This can in-
clude a range of things.  For in-
stance, buying a ticket to attend 
the main Dinner this Fall.  Buying 
raffle tickets to win a Mercedes-
Benz 2010 GLK350 SUV as well 
as other prizes. Volunteering at 
the Dinner. 

Please e-mail any of us on the 
B o a r d ,  e s p e c i a l l y 
Becky@bethelbinah.info if you 
would like more information and 
especially if you would like to 
attend or participate in the Black 
Tie Dinner. 

For the last several months, weõve 

been talking about the upcoming 

Black Tie Dinner and Raffle.  Just 

what is Black Tie Dinner and what 

is the relationship of Black Tie to 

Beth El Binah??? 

Black Tie Dinner, Inc. is a non-
profit organization that raises 
funds for gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and transgender supportive or-
ganizations serving North Texas 
through a premier event of em-
powerment, education and enter-
tainment in partnership with the 
community. 

Since 1982, Black Tie Dinner, 
which is the nationõs largest GLBT 
fundraising dinner, has grown and 
prospered in a supportive environ-
ment. The evolution of our com-
munity is reflected in the yearly 
increases that its beneficiaries have 
enjoyed. From the first year that 
produced a $6,000 donation to 
the Human Rights Campaign 
Fund, this premier community 
event has grown to distribute a 
total of nearly $12 million to our 

national and local beneficiaries. In 
2007, the Black Tie Dinner dis-
tributed $1,270,000 to its national 
and local beneficiaries. 

Black Tie Dinner, Inc. is the most 

successful dinner in the country 

supporting the Human Rights 

Campaign Foundation. It also has 

the distinction of being the only 

dinner benefiting HRCF to sup-

port local beneficiaries as well. Up 

to twenty local beneficiaries are 

selected each year by the Black Tie 

Dinner Board of Directors. 

For the past few years, Congrega-
tional Beth El Binah has been 
honored to be chosen as one of 
these local beneficiaries.  In choos-
ing its beneficiaries, the Black Tie 
Dinner considers highly the goals/
roles/purpose of the organization 
in question and the constituency 
served by the organization in 
question.   BEB is proud of our 
members, our events and what we 
bring to the local Jewish commu-
nity, especially the local GLBT 

BLACK TIE DINNER AND  RAFFLE 

RANDOM  JEWISH T RIVIA  
Not-so-well-known customs of 
Rosh Hashanah: 

It is customary to avoid eating 
nuts on Rosh Hashanah, mainly 
because the gematria (numeric 
value) of the Hebrew word for 
"nut," (egoz)  is the same as that 
for the Hebrew word for 
"sin," (chet).  

It is customary to eat the head of a 
fish, pomegranates and carrots. 

These foods are eaten as 
òsimaninó (good omens) of success 
and happiness for the coming year. 

Some families will eat parts of the 
head of an animal instead of a fish  
head ñ for instance, beef tongue.  

The symbolism of the pomegran-
ate is based on the "fact" that it 
contains as many seeds as there are 
Mitzvot, namely 613.  We want to 
be as full of  Mitzvot as the Pome-

granate is full of seeds.  

The symbolism of the carrot 
comes from the fact that the Yid-
dish, the word for carrots is 
"merren," having the additional 
connotation of "more."  We want 
to have  more  children, have 
more wealth, gain more Torah 
knowledge, give more charity and 
perform more good deeds.  
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W E N EED V OLUNTEERS  

T O  SPONSOR  THE     

JULY 10 TH  AND  JULY 

24 TH  ONEGS 

Hey everyone.  We are looking 
for YOUR help to sponsor one of 
the onegs after Shabbat services 
this August. 

Itõs not much work and actually 
kinda fun ñ just bring snacks 
(cookies, fruit, veggies, cheese, 
brownies, whatever you want) 
enough for ~20 people to enjoy 
while schmoozing after Friday 
night services.   

Thanks to Evelyn Parris  for 
sponsoring the July 10 Oneg 

Thanks to Diane Litke and Susan for hosting the 5th 
Friday Potluck Dinner and Study Session at their home 

A big thanks to Karen Humphrey for updat-
ing and organizing www.bethelbinah.org 



Well, perhaps this isnõt the 
most pleasant of subjects, but 
nonetheless I think it is im-
portant.  I recently came 
across this question posted to 
Judaism.about.com and an-
swered by Rabbi Jeffrey 
Goldwasser.   Rabbi Gold-
wasser responded as follows: 
 
Thanks for your question 
about a ritual for children to 
mark the burial of a pet.  
 
Jewish tradition does not of-
fer much for commemorating 
the passing of an animal. This 
is not because Judaism does 
not recognize the bond that 
can exist between humans 
and animals, but because the 
death of an animal does not 
have the same weight we rec-

ognize in the passing of a hu-
man being, created in the 
i m a g e  o f  G o d .  
 
I would offer these texts from 
Jewish tradition as sugges-
tions for reading at your rit-
u a l : 
"God said, "Let the earth 
bring forth every kind of liv-
ing creature: cattle, creeping 
things, and wild beasts of 
every kind." And it was so. 
God made wild beasts of 
every kind and cattle of every 
kind, and all kinds of creeping 
things of the earth. And God 
saw that this was good." 
G e n e s i s  1 : 2 4- 2 5  
 
"Ask the animals, and they 
shall teach you; the birds of 
the sky, they will tell you. Or 

speak to the earth, it will 
teach you; the fish of the sea, 
they will inform you. Who 
among all these does not 
know that the hand of God 
has done this? The soul of 
every living thing and the 
spirit of all flesh is in God's 
h a n d . "  J o b  1 2 : 7  
 
I would make one negative 
suggestion, and that is to 
avoid the temptation to use 
the kaddish. The mourner's 
kaddish has great meaning for 
many Jews who might find it 
deeply offensive to recite it 
for an animal. Leave the kad-
dish for the humans, but do 
offer your children an appro-
priate opportunity to express 
their sense of loss.  

Jewish community in Pa-
nama.  
In time, the size of Kol 
Shearith Israel diminished 
considerably, but after the 
construction of the Panama 
Canal, a new influx of Jews 
into the isthmus gave new life 
to the struggling congrega-
tion. In 1933, Sephardi Jews 
from Israel and Syria estab-
lished a 2nd community and 
an Orthodox synagogue 
called Shevet Achim, which is 
now the largest congregation 
in Panama. However, due to 
intermarriage, 1936 Panama-
nian Jewry was estimated to 
consist of only 600 people. A 
3rd congregation, Beth El, is 
also an Orthodox synagogue 
and consists of descendents of 
a small group of Ashkenazi 

Jewish migrations to Panama 
came in waves with the 1st 
coming in the 17th century. 
They were called Spanish and 
Portuguese Conversos and 
had to practice their faith in 
complete secrecy for fear of 
their lives. After Independ-
ence from Spain in 1821, 
more Sephardi Jews from 
Jamaica and Ashkenazi Jews 
from Central Europe settled 
in Panama. But, because of 
the lack of a strong commu-
nity most of these newcomers 
intermarried and assimilated 
with the Catholic majority. 
During the mid 19th Century 
a far larger wave of Sephardi 
Jews from the Caribbean and 
Ashkanazim immigrated from 
Europe. In 1876 they founded 
Kol Shearith Israel, the 1st 

Jews who arrived in the 
1930's to escape Nazi fascism.  
Jews have held very high posi-
tions in politics within the 
Republic. Panama is the only 
country besides Israel to have 
had 2 Jewish presidents in the 
20th century: Max Delvalle 
was President from 1964-68 
and Eric Delvalle Maduro was 
president from 1987-1988.  
The current wave of Jewish 
immigration started in the 
mid-1990's when Israelis 
started to see Panama as a 
good place to settle down and 
invest in business. During this 
period about 1000 jews 
moved to Panama. They 
mostly settled in Panama 
City, but also scattered 
around the country in small 
clusters elsewhere. 

W HAT  JEWISH T EXTS CAN  BE READ WHILE BURYING  A PET? 

T HE JEWISH COMMUNITY  OF PANAMA  (THEPANAMAREPORT.COM )  

PAGE 2 K IBBITZ 

Bubba Meisehs  
a monthly column for the 
Jewish pet owner written 

by Bubba Zigman  
(pictured above) 

with assistance from 
www.star-k.org 

Jewish 
Communities 
Around the 

World  

http://www.thepanamareport.com/panama-information/the-panama-canal/
http://www.thepanamareport.com/panama-information/the-panama-canal/
http://www.thepanamareport.com/panama-information/immigration/
http://www.thepanamareport.com
http://www.thepanamareport.com


One of my fondest memories of 
Rosh Hashana, growing up in subur-
ban Long Island, was tashlich. For 
those of you who don't know, tash-
lich is a ceremony that takes place on 
the first day of Rosh Hashana in the 
afternoon. That alone was enough to 
endear tashlich to me, because it 
meant that the synagogue services 
were over. Another nice thing about 
tashlich was the chance to commune 
with nature. The way tashlich works 
is as follows: You go down to a 
river, preferably one with fish, and 
you empty your pockets into the 
water. You then read from the book 
of the Prophet Micha verses about 
teshuva, repentance. Then, in sol-
emn procession you return to syna-
gogue for the afternoon service.  

I guess when there is an actual river 
there, it's a little easier to imagine 
you're throwing your sins into the 
water. But does that make any more 
sense? How can we just throw away 
our sins? Don't we have to repent? 
Don't we have to resolve to change, 
to become better people? Does this 
mean I don't have to go to synagogue 
anymore and listen to the cantor? 

It seems to me that the purpose of 
the tashlich ceremony is in fact to 
facilitate our desire to do teshuva, to 
return to G-d. There are two terms 
in Judaism that are important terms 
for understanding the proper ap-
proach to life. 

When a boy becomes 13 and a girl 
12, they become bar or bat mitzvah. 
Literally that means becoming a "son 
or a daughter of the command-
ments." But when a person violates 
a transgression, they become a ba'al 
aveira, literally an "owner of sin." 
You are viewed as a child of a mitz-
vah, but a possessor of transgression.  
The difference is profound. When a 
child does something wrong, or 
when a child does something bad, or 
for that matter when a child does 
something that is the epitome of 
evil, there are two things you can 
say. You can tell him "You're a bad 
boy," or you can say "You are a 
good boy who did something bad." 
What's the difference? 

Well, if you tell him he's bad, then 
the next time he does something 
bad, it becomes impossible to re-
buke him. What are you going to say 
to him? "Why did you do that bad 
thing?" He has a perfect defense: 
"I'm bad. I did it because I'm bad. 
Bad people can't be held responsible 
for their actions, can they? They're 
just bad." But if I'm a good person 
who did something bad, then it's a 
whole different ball game. I'm essen-
tially a good person, but I have an 
external problem that I have to deal 
with. I can change, if I want to. 

When a person goes into the High 
Holidays, it's really easy to feel a 
strong sense of despair. The odds are 

that you are not going to change into 
the perfect person over the next ten 
days. Some will even express it in 
Miltonian terms - "I'm going to burn 
anyway, I might as well have a good 
time before I go." As long as people 
see themselves as bad, there is no 
hope that they will ever change. But 
if instead we view our sins as some-
thing external, something that's not 
us, but rather a terrible burden that 
we are carrying through our lives, 
then we can think of ways to rid 
ourselves of them. To undo the 
wrong that we've done, to break 
unhealthy habits and to focus on how 
to become the people we really are. 

That, I believe, is the secret of tash-
lich. On the 1st night of Rosh Ha-
shana we don't just say "have a sweet 
year," we taste a sweet year. We eat 
challah and a sweet apple dripping 
with honey. We want a sensory 
experience of sweetness to help us 
focus. Likewise, on the first day of 
Rosh Hashana we go through the 
motions of casting off our sins.  We 
have to understand that our sins are 
not us, but a burden we carry. And 
we're tired of them. And just as we 
can cast off our sins symbolically, we 
can cast them off in reality. 

BEB holds a Tashlich service on the 
banks of White Rock Lake (Cultural Bath 
House) at 1:00 pm on the 2nd day of 
Rosh Hashanah.  This is preceded by a 
picnic lunch and a study session.   

the nines) 

Tommy: òWell, you just keep 
your eyes on this took-iss, 
and donõt take them off ôtill 
we get to San Francisco!ó 

____ 

Zol dir vaksen tzibbeles 
fun pupik!  

Onions should grow on your 
navel!   

Oysgeputst in esik un 
honik.   

Decked out in vinegar and 
honey (or rather, dressed to 
kill). 

____ 

Ayngemarinirt in esik un 
honik.   

Marinated in vinegar and 
honey (or rather, dressed to 

Zolst habn di senste 
vaybñnor nit keyn ze-
hrut.  

May you have the most beau-
tiful wifeñbut be impotent. 

____ 

Shmegegi.  

Idiot or a nobody. 
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the nines). 

____ 

Oyszen vi a hon nokh 
tashmish. 

To look like a rooster whoõs 
just finished having sex (or 
rather, to appear exhausted). 

                                                                                                  

 

Tuches ahfen tish. 

Put your tushy on the table 
(or rather, Put up or shut up; 
come clean). 

 ____ 

Nosh. 

Light snack.  

AUGUST 

BIRTHDAYS 
Lynn Howard 8/3 

David Moskowitz 8/5 

Dan Fogelberg 8/13 

Madonna 8/16 

Patrick Swayze 8/18 

Glen Chester 8/20 

Barbara Eden 8/23 

Steve Guttenberg 8/24 

Gene Simmons 8/25 (aka 
Chaim Witz) 

Paul Reubens 8/27 

Elliott Gould 8/29 

Itzhak Perlman 8/31 

<ñ this story is from ohr.edu, written 
by Rabbi David Orlofsky 

Quiz:  to whom does this 
Mystery Congregational 
Member Moustache-of-the- 
Month belong? 

Hint: if you donõt know, 
come to High Holiday ser-
vices to find out! 
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PARTICIPATE,  
SPONSOR AN ONEG,  

JOIN,  DONATE 

Shabbat Services & Oneg are held at: 7:15pm on the 2nd and 4th Friday during July and August 

*** Please come early to help set up and stay late to help clean up!!!***  

The John Thomas Resource Center of Dallas  2701 Reagan St., Dallas, TX  75219 

(corner of Reagan and Brown) 

ñññ 

Non-dairy Potluck Dinner/Learning Sessions are held at:  7:30pm on the 5th Friday of any month 
with a 5th Friday 

See Kibbitz and/or e-mail announcement for location  

SEPTEMBER EVENTS 

Sun Sep 27 @ 8:00 pm 

Mon Sep 28 - multiple times 

Yom Kippur Services, study 

session, and break-the-fast 

SEPTEMBER EVENTS 

Fri Sep 18 @ 8:00 pm 

Sat Sep 19 @ 10:00 am 

Sun Sep 20 @ 1:00 pm 

Rosh Hashanah services and 

events 

AUGUST EVENTS 

Sat Aug 8 5:00ñ10:00 pm 

BEB Annual Summer Pool 

Party 

@ Ben Scheppsõs home - see evite 

for directions or write Diane 

Beth 
El 

Binah 

AUGUST 2009  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3  Happy B-day 

Lynn Howard 
4 5  Happy B-day 

David Moskowitz 
6 BEB Board 

Mtg 7 pm @ 
Resource Ctr 

7 8 POOL 

PARTY 

9 10 11 12 13 14 Shabbat 

Services with 
Rabbi Leynor 

15 

16 17 18 19 20 Happy B-day 

Glen Chester 

21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 Shabbat 

Services with 
Rabbi Leynor 

29 

30 31      

CONGREGATION 
BETH EL BINAH  

 
RABBI 

Jeffrey Leynor 
 

****** 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
PRESIDENT 

Diane Litke 
diane@bethelbinah.info 

 
VICE-PRESIDENT 

Evelyn Parris 
evelyn@bethelbinah.info 

 
SECRETARY 

Joshua Manes 
joshua@bethelbinah.info 

 
TREASURER, 

MEMBERSHIP  

Sandy Horwitz 
sandy@bethelbinah.info 

 
FUNDRAISING 

Becky Phillips 
becky@bethelbinah.info 

 
SOCIAL 

Scotty Newman 
scotty@bethelbinah.info 

 
MEMBER-AT-LARGE, 

KIBBITZ EDITOR 

Jeffrey Zigman 
jeffrey@bethelbinah.info 



 

Contribute for 2009!!! 

 

Please consider a donation to Beth El Binah when you want to help a friend or a loved one mark a mile-
stone, or remember those whose lives help shape who we are today.   

____ Building Fund  

for future purchase of a building.  

____ Don Wiener Memorial Scholarship Fund  

for members to go to meetings, conferences, etc.  

____ Joe Schusterman Adult Education Fund  

to assist with programs for adult education  

____ Music Fund  
____ Rabbinic Fund  

�I�R�U���S�D�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H���5�D�E�E�L�
�V���V�D�O�D�U�\���D�Q�G���Y�L�V�L�W�L�Q�J���5�D�E�E�L�V�·���Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�L�H�V 

____ Torah Fund  

used to pay for new Torahs and accessories  

____ Jewish Heritage Fund  

____ Siddur Fund* 

to pay for new books such as the new prayer books  

____ Tzedakah Fund  

 

 

In Honor of    ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

-or-   In Memory of ____________________________________________________________________________ 

-or- On the Occasion of _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Your Name and Address __________________________________________________________________ 

                                             _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Acknowledge to: (Name and Address)  ___________________________________________________ 

                                                                      ___________________________________________________ 

 

To Plate a Book:  

 �B�B�B�B�0�L�V�K�N�D�Q���7�·�I�L�O�D�K�������������������S�H�U���E�R�R�N 

 ____High Holiday Mahzor, $36.00 per book  

 ____Plaut Torah Commentary, Revised Ed. (2005), $60.00 per book  

 

Mail completed form with your check to: Congregation Beth El Binah, P.O. Box 191188, Dallas, TX 75219  

KIBBITZ INFORMATION 

If anyone has ideas about future 

Kibbitz articles or would like to 

write an article or place an ad in 

the Kibbitz, please contact 

jeffrey@bethelbinah.info 


