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New Year Resolutions

Last month, | started o Why not choose this yeardaring the month of De-
this column by writincincrease your level of finasember, the congregatior
0Can you b e cial support to the congredlNbe -having Friday night Hey everyone. We are loo
vember a |l r egation. Consider increasifibabbat services at 8:15 ¢ for YOUR help to sponsor o
now | was thinking, can ythe level of your membeFri Dec 11 (and we are mg Bg‘égsmbaef:er Shabbat seg
believe it is almost the eship. As listed on the Coleoking for someone to '

of the yedi and the star tributions page, there asponsor the Oneg). OnSui! t 8s not much
of a new decade!!! Wow also many other areaswhBre ¢ 13 wi | | k'”dak. f”””f .Jt“St bring e
20107 Ire_member havi_n your financial _contributiomykkah Party. Then E)Crgm?;s’, w;];‘tgsgg'eyi’u C
to work in the hospitican make an impact on @hristmas Day, we Will enough for ~20 people to e
while a resident on Dec running of the congregatitiave a Potluck Dinner at thiwhile schmoozing after F
1999 because the powand the programs that vieme of a congregant (ir night services. Oily foods f
that be were afraid that provide to our memberigeu of the usual Friday nigh Hanukkan like donuts, latkes.
the computers and tland the community. Whservices)

whole system was going not consider coming more

crash due to Y2K stufrequently to our Shabbgpeaking of Shabbat
Well, the last decade siservices held on the 2nd afigks, we had a lot of pasi-
has flown byfi for 4th Fridays most monthstife reactions to our earlier
me...Chicago to Boston the year. We also haggart time for Shabbat ser- &
Dallas. My first hous several social gatheringges this Summer.

Bubba. Several new nie:throughout the year as wgh...starting in January
My own lab. And, my fir as study sessions and poit0, the new Shabbat Ser- '

synagogue that | joined luck dinners. vice start time will be 7:30 |Busea MeiseHs 2

my own. | have met : pm. We hope that time [ c 5

many good friends here In fact, how about startingill be more amenable to |~

Beth El Binah. your resolutions eafly you all! HoLIDAYS: 3
HANUKKAH

RANDOM JEWISH TRIVIA: THE MONTH OF KISLEV YIDDISH 3

In the Bible, the month of The first rainbow, observe cloud, and it shall be a sign | Moustache of 3

th th
Kislev is referred to as tht after the Flood, was seen of a covenant between M e mon

ninth month, as itis the Kislev. "And @ said: 'This and the Earth.' " "This is the
ninth month after Nisan. is the sign of the covenar sign of the covenard
The name "Kislev" is of which | set between Me, showed Noah the bow an
Babylonian origin. Althour and yourselves, and be- said to Him: "This is the
most famous for having tween every living being sign of which |
HanukkaWwithin it, Kislev that is with you, unto eter spoke" (Bereishit 9).

is also a month with signi nal generations. | have

cant Biblical happenings. placed my bow in the
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http://www.ou.org/chagim/chanukah/default.htm
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HANUKKAH AND CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY PET SAFETY TIPS

Hanukkah and Christmas ca and monitor the quantity. Al¢ Additional holiday hazard alejts
happy events but the holid guests to the household pet t include: Remember that plarjts
can be disastrous and €and make sure your pets bef (holly, mistletoe, poinsettig
downright deadly for pets. Hc Many guests will not apprec lilies, Christmas rose, etc,) gje
day threats to animals can your drooling darling or fipoisonous to pets. Pine neecjes
clude seasonal decorations, ¢ additions to their good clothii can create problems if ingestjd.
mental lighting, ingestion Plan ahead to avoid problem Unsecured Christmas trees ppse
inappropriate or toxic item finetune your guest list to p hazards to climbing critters |hs
excessive consumption of people. Baby gates or play |they can topple or be knockjd
foods or harmful food, canican keep animals from get over. Don't forget to prevent th
flames, and many other haz: underfoot while still allowir ingestion of Christmas tree wh-
During this time of year we w.them to be part of the celek ter since stagnant water or p|fe-
to include our pets in celebtion. Pets need to be part of servatives can be toxic. Othpr
tions, but holiday dangers ifamily activities, but safe holiday hazards include meI -
seasonal threats really e:Consider placing pets in an erahs, candles and liquid pit-
Fortunately, anyone can tak cent room or yard so they «pourri pots. Fire and burns gje
I few pet precautions and m have their own "pet party not the only threats to pets apd

Bubba Meisehs the Hanukkah and Christr Since most kids love animals the household. Scented items fan
a m(_)nthly column for thefestivities into safe and humr might want to combine the tvw also be harmfekpecially to
Jewish pet owner WritteNpoliday celebrations. For and ask young visitors to occ birds. The ingestion of inappip-
by Bubba Zigman  stance, during gatherings, i pets away from the main fes priate foods, tinsel, ribbons (|r

—

W

(pictured above) sure that animals are occujties. Giving pets as present garlands can cause sicknesi] or
with their own treats and actiNOT a good idea. If you ¢obstruction. Breakable iten}s
With help from ties. Good holiday etique thinking of getting someone such as glass and other olpa-

www.arkanimals.com means that pet owners take < pet for a holiday gift, use tments pose a threat. Electriyal
to make sure pets are manr clever humane alternative cords, heated decorative bulfgs,
and that your guests and fa stead. Instead, gather the hooks, and a wide variety |pf
are alert to the need for restri necessities for the new critl other adornment items cregje
of food treats. Rich foods ¢ Next, wrap each gift separa temptations. Use topical pijt
inappropriate feeding can crcand be sure to conclude the deterrents and barriers for prjp-
health complications for hot opening party with a picture tection. Keep décor items out pf
hold critters. Dangerous fo the ideal pet and/or a pet ad reach of your pet or in placjgs
items include holiday favorition certificate from an anin your animals cannot get to then.
such as chocolate, coffee, agency or similar entity. Yc¢ Keep trash lids on tight. Chewjd
ions, fatty foods, alcoholic b actions will be fun and consc aluminum foil and-celi are
erages, and cooked bor tiousand will build up the e’ risks to pets. Store food in sf-
Grapes and raisins can als citement and anticipation of cure containers out of reach|fo
hazardous. Make sure you | new arrival. prevent ingestion or poisoning
appropriate treats for the p

THE \]EWISH COMMUNITY OF FI\]I (WWW .JEWISHVIRTUALLIBRARYORG)

Fiji is a group of 332 islandtands live in the capital (population. There still re
scattered in the Pacifaf Suva. There are currentlmains limited religious lif
) Ocean. Today, the populeemeteries in Fiji with Jew among these Jews; howevr,
Jewish tion of Fiji is 48% Fijian, 45%scriptions on the tom the Israeli Embassy does hpld
i+ Indian (almost all Hindus3tones, dating back to the ~an annuaPassovefSeder,
Communities and the remainder is comewish settlers in the 18C which accommodates 50 [fo
Around the prised of various ethnicitiemtil the recent establishm 60 peopleKosherfood is
World and nationalitie 2f the Fiji Jewish Associaiimported from Australia.
(approximately 60 Jewsthere was little organiz
Nearly all Jews in the Fgctivity among the Jew

e



http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/passover.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/koshertoc.html
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JEWISH HOLIDAYS: HANUKKAH

The story of Hanukkah is "Hanukkah says that the one toys such as a dreidal spin-

FROM JOI.ORG

struggle for religious freedo supply of oil burned for eic¢ ning top. Yet the religious ct

Over two thousand years adays and nights until more bratiord the lighting of the ca . -
dles with accompanying pra *"Eq_.k
d must come before the party

the foreign rulers of the Israel could be made.
decreed that the Jews bow di

# NO LIMIT =

TEXAS

to the image of their lead There are eight days of Har DREIDEL.

Antiochus, whose statue \ah corresponding to the leg Blessings said while lighting Bl

erected in the Temple. of the miracle of the oil in t the candles: pe
Temple. Foods cooked in oil The First Blessing

But the Jewish people were traditional, particularly pota

bidden by the law of God to b pancakes, called latkes, praised are You :

to statues or idols. Inspired donuts. Today, candles are | oyr God, Ruler of the universe, PDECEMBER

Mattathias and led by his ¢ ir!stead of oil. On each succe! \wno made us holy through Y
Judah, a small group of J mght, the number of candles. o m mandme nt
galled Maccapees (mear mcreases_by one. Prayersac g nqg commanded
ohammer 6) r eb panythelighting of the candle 1 kingle the Hannukah lights
bees risked their lives to |

according to Jewish law anc Hanukkah is celebrated in 1 N€
prevent this desecration of tf home beginning on the 25th _
sacred Temple. Although 'of the Jewish month of Kisl - Faised are Yoy
Maccabees won, the Templt Even though it is not mentior OUr G0d, Ruler of the univer
Jerusal em, thiythe Hebrew Scriptures, t Who performed wondrous de
was destroyed. The Jews ha nukkah is widely celebrated (07 OUT ancestor
clean and repair the Temple, major holy day of the Jew'" those ancient da
when they were finished tt jiturgical calendar. Given &t this season.

rededicated it to God by rek proximity to Christmas, Hant The Third Blessing (said on
dling the menorah, the cand kah has taken on importancthe  first ni ght)
brum symbolizing the eterithe united States and m

covenant between God and qther countries where Christr praised are You, Our G
Jewish people and the contin has been commercialized.  Ruler of the universe, Who
of tradition through the gene given us life and sustained u

t'?ns' Blutt ﬂ;er? t\a/as only er;o It is traditional to give small g enabled us to reach this seaj
olive ol hct) ued .? menI(()jrah to children on each night of |
one night, ‘and 1t wou @ nukkah. The party atmosphel

taken eight days to make mr : .
oil. The legend of the miracle enhanced with songs, games

Second Blessing

COLORFUL YIDDISH PHRASESOF THE MONTH

Er zol hobn paroys makes Vifil yor er iz gegangn oyf

bashotn mit oybes krets.

He shoul d
pl agues
scabies.

Azoy fil ritzinoyl zol er
oystrinkn.

He should drink too much
castor oil.

SspriaAs

di fis zol er geyn af di hent
un di iberike zol er zikh
sharn oyf di hintn.

many years
his feet, let him walk on his
hands, and for the rest of the
time he should crawl along or
his ass.

in his nose.

Zalts im in di oygen, fef-

;’“r BIRTHDAYS
IBec k Bette Midler

‘Dec Xk Becky Phillips
Dec 2 Gianni Versace
Dec 11 Linda Evans
i%ee 12 Mayim Bialik
j%ec 14 Randy Friedberg
Dec 15 Adam Brody
Dec 17 Eugene Levy
Dec 18 Steven Spielberg
?@l’gc 18 Kathryn Carlson
el 19 Jake Gyllenhaal
Dec 23 Kathy Friedberg
Dec 24 Ricky Martin
Dec 25 Ben Schepps
Dec 3% Donna Summer

Dec 3% Joshua Manes

fer im in di noz.
Throw salt in his eyes, pej

Eyn imglik iz far im
veynik.

One misfortune is too few
him.

Quiz: to whom ddg
this Mystery Cong
gational Moustagiij
-theMonth belong?
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