
during the month of De-
cember, the congregation 
will be having Friday night 
Shabbat services at 8:15 on 
Fri Dec 11 (and we are 
looking for someone to 
sponsor the Oneg).  On Sun 
Dec 13 will be BEBõs Ha-
nukkah Party.  Then on 
Christmas Day, we will 
have a Potluck Dinner at the 
home of a congregant (in 
lieu of the usual Friday night 
services) 

Speaking of Shabbat Ser-
vices, we had a lot of posi-
tive reactions to our earlier 
start time for Shabbat ser-
v ices th is  Summer.  
So...starting in January 
2010, the new Shabbat Ser-
vice start time will be 7:30 
pm.  We hope that time 
will be more amenable to 
you all! 

Last month, I started out 
this column by writing, 
òCan you believe it is No-
vember already?ó Well, 
now I was thinking, can you 
believe it is almost the end 
of the year ñ and the start 
of a new decade!!! Wow ñ 
2010 ñ I remember having 
to work in the hospital 
while a resident on Dec 31 
1999 because the powers 
that be were afraid that all 
the computers and the 
whole system was going to 
crash due to Y2K stuff.  
Well, the last decade sure 
has flown by ñ for 
me...Chicago to Boston to 
Dallas.  My first house.  
Bubba.  Several new nieces. 
My own lab.  And, my first 
synagogue that I joined on 
my own.  I have met so 
many good friends here at 
Beth El Binah.    

Why not choose this year to 
increase your level of finan-
cial support to the congre-
gation.  Consider increasing 
the level of your member-
ship.  As listed on the Con-
tributions page, there are 
also many other areas where 
your financial contributions 
can make an impact on the 
running of the congregation 
and the programs that we 
provide to our members 
and the community.  Why 
not consider coming more 
frequently to our Shabbat 
services held on the 2nd and 
4th Fridays most months of 
the year.  We also have 
several social gatherings 
throughout the year as well 
as study sessions and pot-
luck dinners. 

In fact, how about starting 
your resolutions early ñ 

New Year Resolutions  

RANDOM  JEWISH T RIVIA : THE MONTH  OF K ISLEV  

In the Bible, the month of 
Kislev is referred to as the 
ninth month, as it is the 
ninth month after Nisan. 
The name "Kislev" is of 
Babylonian origin. Although 
most famous for having 
Hanukkah within it, Kislev 
is also a month with signifi-
cant Biblical happenings.   

The first rainbow, observed 
after the Flood, was seen in 
Kislev. "And G-d said: 'This 
is the sign of the covenant 
which I set between Me, 
and yourselves, and be-
tween every living being 
that is with you, unto eter-
nal generations. I have 
placed my bow in the 

cloud, and it shall be a sign 
of a covenant between Me 
and the Earth.' " "This is the 
sign of the covenant" - G-d 
showed Noah the bow and 
said to Him: "This is the 
sign of which I 
spoke" (Bereishit 9).  
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W E N EED V OLUNTEERS  

T O  SPONSOR  THE      

D ECEMBER 11TH  ONEG  

(1ST NIGHT  OF H ANUKKAH )     

Hey everyone.  We are looking 
for YOUR help to sponsor one of 
the onegs after Shabbat services 
this December. 

Itõs not much work and actually 
kinda fun ñ just bring snacks 
(cookies, fruit, veggies, cheese, 
brownies, whatever you want) 
enough for ~20 people to enjoy 
while schmoozing after Friday 
night services.  ..Oily foods for 
Hanukkah ñ like donuts, latkes... 

Thanks 
to 
David 
Taffet 
for 
spon-
soring 
the 
Learn-
ing and 
Left-
overs 
event 
at his 
home 
on the 
Friday 
after 
TGiv-
ing 

Be-
cause 
the 
2nd 
Friday 
in De-
cembe
r falls 
on 
Xmas 
Day, 
we 
will 
not 
hold 
Shab-
bat 
ser-
vices 
at the 
Re-
source 
Center 
as 
usual.  
Instead 
there 
will be 
a spe-
cial 
Pot-
luck at 
a con-
gregan
tõs 
home.  
Stay 
tuned 
for 
details 

Thanks 
to 
Sandy 
Hor-
witz 
for 
help-
ing 
with 
the 
Oneg 
in Nov 

http://www.ou.org/chagim/chanukah/default.htm


Hanukkah and Christmas can be 
happy events but the holidays 
can be disastrous and even 
downright deadly for pets. Holi-
day threats to animals can in-
clude seasonal decorations, orna-
mental lighting, ingestion of 
inappropriate or toxic items, 
excessive consumption of rich 
foods or harmful food, candle 
flames, and many other hazards. 
During this time of year we want 
to include our pets in celebra-
tions, but holiday dangers and 
seasonal threats really exist. 
Fortunately, anyone can take a 
few pet precautions and make 
the Hanukkah and Christmas 
festivities into safe and humane 
holiday celebrations. For in-
stance, during gatherings, make 
sure that animals are occupied 
with their own treats and activi-
ties. Good holiday etiquette 
means that pet owners take steps 
to make sure pets are mannerly 
and that your guests and family 
are alert to the need for restraint 
of food treats.  Rich foods and 
inappropriate feeding can create 
health complications for house-
hold critters. Dangerous food 
items include holiday favorites 
such as chocolate, coffee, on-
ions, fatty foods, alcoholic bev-
erages, and cooked bones. 
Grapes and raisins can also be 
hazardous.  Make sure you have 
appropriate treats for the pets 

and monitor the quantity. Alert 
guests to the household pet rules 
and make sure your pets behave. 
Many guests will not appreciate 
your drooling darling or fur 
additions to their good clothing. 
Plan ahead to avoid problems or 
fine-tune your guest list to pet 
people. Baby gates or play pens 
can keep animals from getting 
underfoot while still allowing 
them to be part of the celebra-
tion. Pets need to be part of the 
family activities, but safely.  
Consider placing pets in an adja-
cent room or yard so they can 
have their own "pet party." 
Since most kids love animals you 
might want to combine the two, 
and ask young visitors to occupy 
pets away from the main festivi-
ties. Giving pets as presents is 
NOT a good idea. If you are 
thinking of getting someone a 
pet for a holiday gift, use the 
clever humane alternative in-
stead.  Instead,  gather the pet 
necessities for the new critter. 
Next, wrap each gift separately 
and be sure to conclude the gift 
opening party with a picture of 
the ideal pet and/or a pet adop-
tion certificate from an animal 
agency or similar entity. Your 
actions will be fun and conscien-
tious-and will build up the ex-
citement and anticipation of the 
new arrival. 

Additional holiday hazard alerts 
include:  Remember that plants 
(holly, mistletoe, poinsettia, 
lilies, Christmas rose, etc,) are 
poisonous to pets. Pine needles 
can create problems if ingested. 
Unsecured Christmas trees pose 
hazards to climbing critters as 
they can topple or be knocked 
over. Don't forget to prevent the 
ingestion of Christmas tree wa-
ter since stagnant water or pre-
servatives can be toxic. Other 
holiday hazards include meno-
rahs, candles and liquid pot-
pourri pots. Fire and burns are 
not the only threats to pets and 
the household. Scented items can 
also be harmful--especially to 
birds. The ingestion of inappro-
priate foods, tinsel, ribbons or 
garlands can cause sickness or 
obstruction. Breakable items 
such as glass and other orna-
ments pose a threat. Electrical 
cords, heated decorative bulbs, 
hooks, and a wide variety of 
other adornment items create 
temptations. Use topical pet 
deterrents and barriers for pro-
tection. Keep décor items out of 
reach of your pet or in places 
your animals cannot get to them. 
Keep trash lids on tight. Chewed 
aluminum foil and e-coli are 
risks to pets. Store food in se-
cure containers out of reach to 
prevent ingestion or poisoning.  

Islands live in the capital city 
of Suva. There are currently 3 
cemeteries in Fiji with Jewish 
inscriptions on the tomb-
stones, dating back to the first 
Jewish settlers in the 1800s.  
Until the recent establishment 
of the Fiji Jewish Association 
there was little organized 
activity among the Jewish 

Fiji is a group of 332 islands 
scattered in the Pacific 
Ocean.  Today, the popula-
tion of Fiji is 48% Fijian, 45% 
Indian (almost all Hindus), 
and the remainder is com-
prised of various ethnicities 
a n d  n a t i o n a l i t i e s 
(approximately 60 Jews).   
Nearly all Jews in the Fiji 

population. There still re-
mains limited religious life 
among these Jews; however, 
the Israeli Embassy does hold 
an annual Passover Seder, 
which accommodates 50 to 
60 people. Kosher food is 
imported from Australia. 

H ANUKKAH  AND  CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY  PET SAFETY TIPS 
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Bubba Meisehs  
a monthly column for the 
Jewish pet owner written 

by Bubba Zigman  
(pictured above) 

 
With help from 

www.arkanimals.com 
 
 

Jewish 
Communities 
Around the 

World  

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/passover.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/koshertoc.html


The story of Hanukkah is the 
struggle for religious freedom. 
Over two thousand years ago, 
the foreign rulers of the Israelites 
decreed that the Jews bow down 
to the image of their leader, 
Antiochus, whose statue was 
erected in the Temple. 

But the Jewish people were for-
bidden by the law of God to bow 
to statues or idols. Inspired by 
Mattathias and led by his son, 
Judah, a small group of Jews 
called Maccabees (meaning 
òhammeró) rebelled. The Macca-
bees risked their lives to live 
according to Jewish law and to 
prevent this desecration of their 
sacred Temple. Although the 
Maccabees won, the Temple in 
Jerusalem, the Jewsõ holy place, 
was destroyed. The Jews had to 
clean and repair the Temple, and 
when they were finished they 
rededicated it to God by rekin-
dling the menorah, the candela-
brum symbolizing the eternal 
covenant between God and the 
Jewish people and the continuity 
of tradition through the genera-
tions. But there was only enough 
olive oil to fuel the menorah for 
one night, and it would have 
taken eight days to make more 
oil. The legend of the miracle at 

Hanukkah says that the one day 
supply of oil burned for eight 
days and nights until more oil 
could be made. 

There are eight days of Hanuk-
kah corresponding to the legend 
of the miracle of the oil in the 
Temple. Foods cooked in oil are 
traditional, particularly potato 
pancakes, called latkes, or 
donuts. Today, candles are used 
instead of oil. On each successive 
night, the number of candles lit 
increases by one. Prayers accom-
pany the lighting of the candles. 

Hanukkah is celebrated in the 
home beginning on the 25th day 
of the Jewish month of Kislev. 
Even though it is not mentioned 
in the Hebrew Scriptures, Ha-
nukkah is widely celebrated as a 
major holy day of the Jewish 
liturgical calendar. Given its 
proximity to Christmas, Hanuk-
kah has taken on importance in 
the United States and many 
other countries where Christmas 
has been commercialized. 

It is traditional to give small gifts 
to children on each night of Ha-
nukkah. The party atmosphere is 
enhanced with songs, games and 

toys such as a dreidel ð a spin-
ning top. Yet the religious cele-
bration ð the lighting of the can-
dles with accompanying prayers 
ð must come before the party. 
 
Blessings said while lighting 
the candles: 

T h e  F i r s t  B l e s s i n g 

 
P r a i s e d  a r e  Y o u ,  
Our God, Ruler of the universe,  
Who made us holy through Your 
c o m m a n d m e n t s  
a n d  c o m m a n d e d  u s  
to kindle the Hannukah lights.  

The Second Blessing  
 
P r a i s e d  a r e  Y o u , 
Our God, Ruler of the universe, 
Who performed wondrous deeds 
f o r  o u r  a n c e s t o r s 
in  those anc ien t  days 
at this season.  

The Third Blessing (said on 
t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t )  

 
Praised are You, Our God, 
Ruler of the universe, Who has 
given us life and sustained us and 
enabled us to reach this season.  

Er zol hobn paroys makes 
bashotn mit oybes krets.   

He should have Pharaohõs 
plagues sprinkled with Jobõs 
scabies.  

____ 

Azoy fil ritzinoyl zol er 
oystrinkn.  
He should drink too much 
castor oil.  

JEWISH H OLIDAYS: HANUKKAH   FROM JOI.ORG 
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Vifil yor er iz gegangn oyf 
di fis zol er geyn af di hent 
un di iberike zol er zikh 
sharn oyf di hintn.  
As many years as heõs walked on 
his feet, let him walk on his 
hands, and for the rest of the 
time he should crawl along on 
his ass.  

 ____ 

 

Zalts im in di oygen, fef-
fer im in di noz. 
Throw salt in his eyes, pepper 
in his nose.  

____ 

Eyn imglik iz far im 
veynik. 
One misfortune is too few for 
him.  

DECEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS 

Dec 1 - Bette Midler 

Dec 1 - Becky Phillips 

Dec 2 - Gianni Versace 

Dec 11 - Linda Evans 

Dec 12 - Mayim Bialik 

Dec 14 - Randy Friedberg 

Dec 15 - Adam Brody 

Dec 17 - Eugene Levy 

Dec 18 - Steven Spielberg 

Dec 18 - Kathryn Carlson 

Dec 19 - Jake Gyllenhaal 

Dec 23 - Kathy Friedberg 

Dec 24 - Ricky Martin 

Dec 25 - Ben Schepps 

Dec 31 - Donna Summer 

Dec 31 - Joshua Manes 

Quiz:  to whom does 
this Mystery Congre-
gational Moustache-of
-the-Month belong? 

BEB 
would 
like to 
wish 
Lisa 
Camel 
a 
healthy 
recov-
ery 
from  
her 
knee 
re-
placem
ent 
sur-
gery 
sched-
uled 
for 
Dec 
7th 
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