
dignity for lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual and transgender peo-
ple in the USA. Upwards of 
2000 people attend the Cre-
ating Change Conference 
from all over the United 
States, with a few attendees 
from other countries.  
 

The Creating Change official 
program says this: 
SHABBAT CELEBRATION 
Friday Feb 5 at 7:30 PM 
Join Beth El Binah for Shab-
bat services. Congregation 
Beth El Binah is a Reform 
Jewish synagogue in the Dal-
las area, with an outreach to 
the GLBT community. All 
Creating Change participants 
are invited to join this ser-
vice. We will be joined by 
members of the Dallas/
Ft.Worth Jewish and GLBT 
communities. Celebration 
organized by the Spiritual 
Needs Subcommittee of the 
Host Committee. 

Friday Feb 5, 7:30pm 
Downtown Dal las 
Sheraton -- BEB will be 
leading Shabbat Services for 
the 22nd National Confer-
ence on LGBT Equality, 
òCreating Changeó.   
 

You do not have to be 
registered for the confer-
ence to attend the ser-
vice.  Please come out and 
help make a good show-
ing for BEB.  David T. and 
Diane will be leading the 
service assisted by mem-
bers of the congregation 
and guest participants 
from around the country.  

Please come join us at the 
Downtown Dallas Sheraton 
so BEB can make a good 
showing.  For further details 
about the conference, see 
www.thetaskforce.org/
events/creating_change 
 

Produced by the National 

Gay and Lesbian Task Force, 
the Creating Change Confer-
ence (as it is affectionately 
known) is the nation's pre-
eminent political, leadership 
and skills-building conference 
for the LGBT social justice 
movement. Since 1988, Cre-
ating Change has been the 
opportunity for thousands of 
committed people to develop 
and hone their skills, cele-
brate victories, build com-
munity, and to be inspired by 
visionaries of our LGBT 
movement and allied move-
ments for justice and equal-
ity.  This year, the confer-
ence is being held in Dallas  
Feb. 3 - 7, 2010.  

The primary goal of the Cre-
ating Change Conference is 
to build our movement's 
political power from the 
ground up to secure our 
overarching goal of full 
equality, social justice and 

BEB to lead Shabbat services for national lgbt conference  

RANDOM  JEWISH T RIVIA   (THANKS  D AVID  T) 

The NY Times reports on a 
new book, òThe Golden Age 
of Jewish Achievement,ó by 
Steven L. Pease. 
 

Jews make up 0.2 percent of 
the world population, but 54 
percent of the world chess 
champions and 27 percent of 
the Nobel physics laureates. 
 

In the U.S., òJews make up 2 
percent of the U.S. popula-
tion, but 21 percent of the 
Ivy League student bodies, 26 
percent of the Kennedy Cen-
ter honorees, 37 percent of 
the Academy Award-winning 
directors, 38 percent of those 
on a recent Business Week 
list of leading philanthropists, 

51 percent of the Pulitzer 
Prize winners for nonfiction.ó 
òIsrael has more high-tech 
start-ups per capita than any 
other nation on earth é 
between 1980 and 2000, 
Egyptians registered 77 pat-
ents in the U.S. Saudis regis-
tered 171. Israelis registered 
7,652.ó   
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W E N EED V OLUNTEERS  

T O  SPONSOR  THE      

FEBRUARY O NEGS      

Hey everyone.  We are looking 
for YOUR help to sponsor one of 
the onegs after Shabbat services 
this February. 

Itõs not much work and actually 
kinda fun ñ just bring snacks 
(cookies, fruit, veggies, cheese, 
brownies, whatever you want) 
enough for ~20 people to enjoy 
while schmoozing after Friday 
night services.  Itõs a great way to 
participate and contribute to BEB 



It's funny how a person cannot 
see something that might be 
unique or amazing inside one's 
own home. I really never 
thought twice about the fact that 
my pet bird Pickles caused some-
thing so miraculous to occur. 
Pickles must of have been born 
with a Jewish soul, that's the 
only explanation I can find for 
his strange behavior and for the 
effect it had on one Jew.  
 

One day, I was in the living 
room and heard my husband call 
my name. I was quite sure that 
my husband wasnõt home. I hear 
his voice calling "Brigitte". I ran 
through the kitchen and stopped 
dead in my tracks. My husband 
wasn't calling me at all, Pickles, 
sitting in his cage, was calling me 
in my husband's voice!  
 

Pickles loved Shabbat; the sound 
of us singing made him really 
excited. He would chatter away 
and become quite noisy. He 
especially loved Havdalah (the 
ceremony at the end of the Shab-
bat), which we always held in 
the kitchen, lights off and close 
to Pickle's cage. When the lights 
would go off, he would hang on 
the edge of the cage, open his 
eye's really wide and have the 
time of his life. We thought it 
was amusing, what bird likes to 
hear Havdalah?   After a couple 
of weeks of becoming our pet, 

Pickles put us all in to shock. 
When we would get to the part 
about the blessing over the wine, 
Pickles would recite the blessing. 
  

After about a year of being our 
pet, we began preparations to 
make aliyah (immigrate to Is-
rael).  When I started to make 
preparations for Pickles, I as-
sumed that everything would be 
all right, since I spoke to El Al 
and they had no problems with 
birds on flights. We lived in 
Florida and El Al left from New 
York, we had to go from Florida 
to New York and that's where 
the problems began. I naturally 
assumed that the bird would be 
no issue, since El Al allowed 
them on, so I waited till almost 
the last minute.   I called Jet Blue 
airlines to find out the procedure 
for bringing pets along and that's 
when I was told about their pol-
icy. Dogs and Cats were al-
lowed, no birds. How was I 
going to get my beloved Pickles 
to Israel? I called a pet transport 
service, it would have cost me 
double the amount of my ticket 
to fly Pickles to New York and 
then join me on El Al, plus they 
couldn't guarantee me that he 
would make it in time to meet 
my flight. This was all too much 
for me, I couldn't stop crying, 
and I didn't want to go. How 
could I leave such a special bird 
behind and to whom?  

After many weeks of attempting 
to find the solution, I knew in 
my heart that Pickles wasn't 
going to make it to Israel with 
us. My husband kept telling me 
to give it to the Shaliach (the 
man who helped coordinate our 
aliyah).  He was a great man and 
he would take good care of him. 
I couldn't let that man take my 
bird, he's not religious, how will 
he make Havdalah for Pickles? I 
called up our Shaliach and asked 
him if he would take care of 
Pickles.  I also explained that I 
knew that he wasn't religious and 
that I wasn't trying to religion 
upon him, but Pickles really 
loved to make Havdalah after 
Shabbat. I explained that Pickles 
knew the blessing over the wine 
and I just couldn't let him go to 
someone who couldn't make 
Havdalah for him after Shabbat. 
The Shaliach told me that he had 
no problem making Havdalah for 
the bird after Shabbat, if that's 
what made the bird happy. I 
agreed to let him keep Pickles.  
 

The Shaliach arrived a week 
before my scheduled aliyah. He 
arrived with a huge cage for 
Pickles and an assortment of 
toys. He pulled me aside and 
told me not to worry, that he 
would take as good care as him 
as I have.  
 
Cont. page 3é. 

In 1683, Jews were expelled 
from all French colonies, includ-
ing Haiti. Nevertheless, a few 
Jews remained as leading officials 
in French trading companies. In 
the mid-1700s, many Jews who 
had been expelled from Haiti 
returned to the country. In 
1804, during the slave revolt of 
Toussaint LõOuverture, much of 
the Jewish community was mur-

The first Jew to settle in Haiti, 
Luis de Torres, arrived in 1492 
as Christopher Columbusõs Con-
verso interpreter. After Haiti 
was conquered by the French in 
1633, many Dutch Jews emi-
grated from Brazil in 1634. Most 
of these Jews were Marranos. 
Many became employees of 
French sugarcane plantations and 
further developed the industry. 

dered or expelled from Haiti. A 
few years later, many Polish 
Jews arrived in Haiti due to civil 
strife in Poland. Most youth did 
not grow up with a Jewish edu-
cation due to the lack of a Sun-
day school or Jewish communal 
life. Children had to conceal 
their Judaism, because only  

Cont. on back page.. 

PICKLES: THE BIRD WITH  A JEWISH SOUL   WWW .JEWISHMAG.COM   

T HE JEWISH COMMUNITY  OF HAITI  (WWW .JEWISHVIRTUALLIBRARY.ORG) 
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Bubba Meisehs  
a monthly column for the 
Jewish pet owner written 

by Bubba Zigman  
(pictured above) 

 
Literal translation of Bubeh 
meisehs = old wivesõ tales 
New translation = Bubbaõs 

tales/tails 

 
Daddy and I found this 

story on the web.  It was 
written by Brigitte Gold-

berg 
 

Jewish 
Communities 
Around the 

World  

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/loc/loc12a.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/vjw/Braziltoc.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/Marranos.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/judaism.html


There are five minor fasts on the 
Jewish calendar. With one ex-
ception, these fasts were insti-
tuted by the Sages to commemo-
rate some national tragedy. The 
minor fasts (that is, all fasts ex-
cept Yom Kippur and Tisha 
b'Av) last from dawn to nightfall, 
and one is permitted to eat 
breakfast if one arises before 
sunrise for the purpose of doing 
so. There is a great deal of leni-
ency in the minor fasts for peo-
ple who have medical conditions 
or other difficulties fasting. 
Three of these five fasts com-
memorate events leading to the 
downfall of the first common-
wealth and the destruction of the 
first Temple, which is com-
memorated by the major fast of 
Tisha B'Av. Following is a list of 

minor fasts required by Jewish 
law, their dates, and the events 
they commemorate:  

The Fast of Gedaliah, Tishri 3, 
commemorates the killing of the 
Jewish governor of Judah, a 
critical event in the downfall of 
the first commonwealth.  
The Fast of Tevet, Tevet 10, is 
the beginning of the siege of 
Jerusalem. It has also been pro-
claimed a memorial day for the 
six million Jews who died in the 
Holocaust.  
The Fast of Esther, Adar 13, 
commemorates the three days 
that Esther fasted before ap-
proaching King Ahasuerus on 
behalf of the Jewish people. The 
fast is connected with Purim. If 
Adar 13 falls on a Friday or Sat-

urday, it is moved to the preced-
ing Thursday, because it cannot 
be moved forward a day (it 
would fall on Purim).   This 
year, the Fast of Esther occurs 
on Thursday 25 February 2010 
(11th of Adar, 5770) 

The Fast of the Firstborn, Nissan 
14, is a fast observed only by 
firstborn males, commemorating 
the fact that they were saved 
from the plague of the firstborn 
in Egypt. It is observed on the 
day preceding Passover.  

The Fast of Tammuz, Tammuz 
17, is the date when the walls of 
Jerusalem were breached, an-
other major event leading up to 
the destruction of the First Tem-
ple.  

Ten different ways to call 
someone a fool/moron: 
 

CHAIM YANKEL:  
A mister nobody. His favorite 
color is  beige.  
 

GANTSEH MACHER:  
He made a few bucks selling 
w h o o p i e   c u s h i o n s , 
so  suddenly he's Trump.  
 

 OYSVARF:  
Unpopular outcast.  

JEWISH H OLIDAYS: TAõANIT  (THE FAST OF) ESTHER 

COLORFUL Y IDDISH  PHRASES OF THE MONTH  
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PASKUDNYAK:  
A revolting, corrupt person.  
 

UNGEBLUZZEN:  
A self-involved blowhard. If 
his last  name is Moses, he 
thinks the Bible gave him 
a  mention.  
 

SHMENDRICK:  
Nincompoop.  
 

 YUTZ:  
Socially inept.  

YACHNA:  
A loud-mouthed, boorish 
female. In Loehmann's   
dressing room  she'll yell "It 
would fit if you lost a few 
pounds!ó   
 

 SHLUB:  
Lazy slob. He has  SHMUTZ 
on his untucked shirt.   
 

SHLUMP:  
Unkempt, saggy.  

JANUARY and 
FEBRUARY 

BIRTHDAYS 

Jan 6ñBobbi Jo Johannes 

Jan 6 ð Chris Hucker 

Jan 14 - Mark Slitt 

Jan 28 - Olga Salinas 

Jan 30 - Robert Goldberg 

Feb 1 - Pauly Shore 

Feb 1 - Marsha Rosenberg 

Feb 4 - David Brenner 

Feb 4 - Lili Jessula-Clark  

Feb 8 - Alan Josephson 

Feb 12 - Judy Blume 

Feb 13 - Jerry Springer 

Feb 17 - Joseph Gordon- 
 Levitt 

Feb 28 - Gilbert Gottfried 

 

A couple of months ago, the 
Shaliach called my husband.  
After a year of making Havdalah 
for Pickles, our Shaliach decided 
to keep Kosher and to put Te-
fillin on. When my husband 
asked him why, he replied that 
all his life, everybody has been 
telling him what to do in regards 
to religion; this turned him off 

his whole life and refused to 
keep anything.  Pickles never 
asked him for anything, he sim-
ply loved him for making 
Havdalah for him and made him 
realize that this is what he wants. 
Nobody was telling him what to 
do anymore; it was his decision 
and his decision only now. The 
shaliach just wanted us to know 

that he is grateful to our bird and 
to us. He just wanted us to be 
proud of the special bird with a 
Jewish soul.  
Nobody can tell in life where 
that spark will come from. Evi-
dently humans are not the only 
ones capable of igniting the flame 
of holiness inside us. Life works 
in mysterious ways.  

BUBBA MEISEHS COLUMN  CONTINUED  FROM P. 2 

Before appearing in such recent TV 
hits as òFriday Night Lightsó, BEBõs 
own David Taffet originated the role 
of Dr. Zachary Smith on TVõs òLost In 
Spaceó, originating such phrases as 
òNever fear, Smith is hereó and 
òUnhand me, you mechanical moron.ó 

And donõt forget ñ PURIM comes 
after the fast of Esther ñ BEBõs Purim 
Party will be held at the home of 
Sandy and Barbara on Saturday Feb 27. 
Start thinking about your COSTUME!  
Weõll be reading from Megillat 
Esther, with groggers and noisemakers 
in hand. 

http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/calendar.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/nation.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/yomkippur.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/tisha.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/tisha.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/temple.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/tishri.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/tevet.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/adar.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/people.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/purim.htm
http://www.hebcal.com/hebcal/?v=1;year=2010;month=2;nx=on;nh=on;vis=on;tag=hol.obs
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/nissan.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/firstborn.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/passover.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/tammuz.htm
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Itõs a new year, and for many of you that means it is time to RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP to BEB.  If you have 
the means, please consider joining at a higher level than you did last year.  Weõre happy to have you at the same 
level, too.   

BEB is no longer the only safe place to worship openly in the Dallas area. We know 
several of the reform congregations are inviting LGBT individuals and families to join 
their synagogues.  BEB has filled this unique place in our community for over 20 
years.  We hope you will join or rejoin to be a part of the BEB family.  

Please  contact sandy@bethelbinah.info if you have questions.  *hugs* BEB 

JOIN US or RENEW  

Beth El Binah Membership  

 

Shalom (Basic)  

 
High Holiday tickets are included 

 

Mitzvah  

 
High Holiday and Seder tickets are included 

Aliyah  

 
High Holiday and Seder tickets are included 

Chai  

 
High Holiday and Seder tickets are included  

and the members are recognized as underwriters of High Holiday services 

Student  

 
High Holiday tickets are included 

 

Out of Town  

 
 

Financial assistance and payments plans are available  

Single $275 

Household $375 

Single $375 

Household $525 

Single $525 

Household $775 

Single $1000 

Household $1500 

Single $100 

Single $50 

Household $75 

Please mail checks to: 
  

Congregation Beth El Binah 
P.O. Box 191188 
Dallas, TX 75219  
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Thanks to Neal and Marla Sidey-Vener for sponsoring the Board Installation 
Oneg in Jan. 

Their added special touches really made the Oneg memorable. 

Get well soon to our new bionic BEB 
woman Avrille Harris.  We hope your 
new knees are better than the old knees 

The congregation would like to again welcome Bob Goldberg as a renewing BEB member at the 
Chai level. 

Welcome new member Karen Humphrey 

The congregation wishes to send our heartfelt condolences to 
Lynn Howard on the passing of her mother 

COATS FOR KIDS By David Taffet 

In the middle of the cold spell 
in January, local news was re-
porting children in some of 
Dallasõ poorest schools arriving 
without coats. Temperatures in 
Dallas dipped to their lowest 
levels since 1996. 

At our Jan. 8 service, we talked 
about the report and collected 
$200 for coats. On Monday, 
Jan. 11, we presented a check 
to the principal of Sam Houston 
Elementary School.  

Sam Houston is on Throck-
morton Street, about three 
blocks from Beth El Binah. It is 
one of the poorest school in 
DISD ñ 94 percent are eligible for free school lunches. Despite 
these disadvantages, test scores in recent years have improved. The 
schoolõs performance has gone from òlow performeró to just short 
of òexemplary.ó  

Beth El Binah 
News and Notes 


