
you're so inclined.  If you are 

interested in going, please email 

me (Diane@bethelbinah.info) and 

let me know which date is your 

choice and which ticket level 

you'd prefer.  I will then pick the 

date and ticket price and let ya'll 

know.  Should be lots of fun.  

F r i d a y  -  J u l y  3 1 s t                              

5th Friday non-dairy potluck and 

learning session at the home of 

one of our congregants.  7:30 pm.  

Stay tuned for details. 

Sa tu rday  -  Augus t  8 th                  

BEBõs Annual Summer Pool 

Party at the home of Ben 

Schepps.  Stay tuned for an evite.  

Speedos, bikinis, thongs are either 

encouraged or not encouraged, 

depending on who you ask.   

I think you should make a 

Summer resolution:  òI will 

attend at least one of these 

fun BEB eventsó 

Itõs Summer in Dallas.  Beth El 

Binah has lined up a handful of 

special fun outtings and events.  

So pull out your Blackberrys, 

iPhones, and At-A-Glance organ-

izers: 

F r i d a y  -  J u l y  3 r d                        

Fried chicken and non-dairy pot-

luck at the John Thomas Resource 

Center of Dallas, following a very 

brief Friday night service, with 

ETGAR.  6:45 P.M. 

S a t u r d a y  -  J u l y  1 8 t h                 

BEB is going to Gay Bingo Dal-

las held at the Rose Room in S4 

(3911 Cedar Springs Rd, Dallas).  

Doors open at 5 pm and the fes-

tivities start at 6 pm.  We will go 

as a group. Gay bingo Dallas is 

hosted by two of Dallas' own 

funny ladies, Kerri Oki and Vanna 

T. Brown, and features the BVD's 

(Bingo Verifying Divas), drag 

queens on in-line skates working 

the crowd from the floor. The 

Bingo features a theme (Julyõs is 

òGaybingo Jubilee ñ 8th Anni-

versary), special guests, surprise 

entertinment, a raffle to win a 

drag makeover, and of course 15 

fun bingo games (but not ordinary 

bingo games). Tickets are cur-

rently on sale.  If you are inter-

ested in going, please send a check 

to BEB for $26.50 and we will 

purchase the tickets.  Please email 

Scotty (scotty@bethelbinah.info) 

for reservations and info.  Alterna-

tively, purchase the tickets your-

selves at rcdallas.org, and email 

Scotty anyway so that we can get a 

head count.   

Sunday - July 26 (or July 12)    

BEB is going to the horse races.  

We'll take a field trip to Lone 

Star Park in Grand Praire for 

Thoroughbred racing.  Ticket 

prices range from $8 for grand-

stand tickets to $17 for box 

seats.  And betting is available if 

SOCIALIZING  WITH  THE JEWS ALL SUMMER LONG  

RANDOM  JEWISH T RIVIA  

How many of the 613 mitz-
vot do you know and fol-
low? 

Not to enquire of a yid'oni 
(wizard) (Deut. 18:11)  

Not to make a bald spot for the 
dead (Deut. 14:1)  

That a man shall not wear 
women's clothing (Deut. 22:5)  

That a woman should not wear 
men's clothing (Deut. 22:5)  

To redeem the firstling of an 
ass (Ex. 13:13; Ex. 34:20)  

To break the neck of the first-
ling of an ass if it is not re-
deemed (Ex. 13:13; Ex. 
34:20)  

That a kohein shall not marry a 

harlot (Lev. 21:7)  

That the King shall not take an 
excessive number of wives 
(Deut. 17:17)  

Not to swear needlessly (Ex. 
20:7)  

Not to sell a Hebrew maid-
servant to another person (Ex. 
21:8)  
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W E N EED V OLUNTEERS  

T O  SPONSOR  THE     

JULY 10 TH  AND  JULY 

24 TH  ONEGS 

Hey everyone.  We are looking 
for YOUR help to sponsor one of 
the onegs after Shabbat services 
this July. 

Itõs not much work and actually 
kinda fun ñ just bring snacks 
(cookies, fruit, veggies, cheese, 
brownies, whatever you want) 
enough for ~20 people to enjoy 
while schmoozing after Friday 
night services.   

òitõs just 
bingo... 
but with 
gay peo-
pleó 

Thanks to Joshua Manes for 
sponsoring the June 12 Oneg 

Thanks to Scotty Newman for baking and cooking 
for the Friends and Family Oneg on June 26 



I have been writing a lot re-
cently about dogs (since I am 
one) but thought that Iõd take 
a break and talk about cats.  
So, I did a search on Google 
for òJewish Cató.  I came 
across a rather inane question, 
but the responses made me 
sniff and snort and change 
position.  Enjoy: 
 
Question:   
I think my cat is Jewish.  Will 
the vet circumcise him?  I 

really don't know much about 
cats, Jews, or Jewish cats, but 
can I/should I get this done?  
 
Responses: 
Your vet will be more than 
happy to neuter your cat, which 
I highly recommend. This being 
said no one circumcises a cat, no 
matter what the cat or owner's 
spiritual life is about, since a 

male cats do not have foreskins. 
But you should find a Rabbi and 
discuss this philosophical ques-
tion.  
 
My jet black cat (Gilda) was 
jewish, I put a small star of 
David on her little collar, she 
loved it.  Couldn't get any 
mouse hunting on Saturday.  
 
You'll need a "moyl" for your 
cat's bris. I happen to know a 
good one named David Bolnick. 
You can look him up, he's got 
thousands of cuts under his belt.  
 
Your cat really needs to be neu-
tered - call the vet and set up an 
appointment.  
 
Well cats don't have foreskin on 
their penises like humans do. But 
if you are meaning to get him 
neutered then yeah a vet will do 

it. You can always ask a vet 
about it.  
 
Lol...See if he'll eat pork, then u 
will know...LOL..just have him 
neutered.  

 
No, vets have morals.  
 
lol - how do you know he is 
Jewish?  

rise of Nazism also found 
sanctuary in Indonesia. Jews, 
particularly those with Dutch 
citizenship, suffered greatly 
during the Japanese occupa-
tion.  After the war, and 
later, upon the country's in-
dependence, nearly all Jews 
left the country. A few Jewish 
families, all of Iraqi origin, 
live in Surabaya. They con-
tinue to maintain a small 
synagogue, but there is nei-
ther a rabbi nor a teacher. 
There are also individual Jews 
living in Jakarta.  The current 
Jewish population of Indone-
sia is estimated to be 20. 
  

 

Dutch Jews played an active 
role in the development of 
the so-called Spice Islands. In 
the 1850's there were at least 
20 Jewish families of Dutch 
and German origin living in 
Jakarta and other parts of the 
country. However, most 
Jews had tenuous ties to Juda-
ism and attempts to organize 
a community came to naught.  
In successive years Jews from 
the Netherlands, Baghdad and 
Aden settled in Indonesia. By 
the 1920's there were several 
thousand Jews in the country 
and communities were estab-
lished in Jakarta, Surabaya, 
Bandung and elsewhere. In 
the 1930's Jews fleeing the 

Yapto Soerjosoemarno, full 

name KRT. Yapto Soelistyo 

Soerjosoemarno, S.H, is a 

popular Indonesian politician. 

He was born December 16, 

1949 in Surakarta, Central 

Java. His father is a member 

of the Mangkunegaran Java-

nese nobility, and his mother, 

Dolly Zegerius, is a Dutch-

Jewish bridge player/athlete 

who later became an Indone-

sian Citizen. 

 

JEWISH PET STUFF ON  THE INTERNET 

T HE JEWISH COMMUNITY  OF INDONESIA (WITH  HELP FROM WJC)  
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Bubba Meisehs  
a monthly column for the 
Jewish pet owner written 

by Bubba Zigman  
(pictured above) 

with assistance from 
www.star-k.org 

Jewish 
Communities 
Around the 

World  

The interior of the syna-
gogue in Surabaya 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indonesia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surakarta
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Java
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Java
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Java
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Java
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bridge
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sportsperson


On the 17th of Tammuz in 70 
C.E. the Romans breached the 
walls of Jerusalem, then spent 
the next three weeks ransacking 
the city until the Second Temple 
was burned on the ninth of Av  
(Tisha BõAv). 

The First Temple was built by 
King Solomon and was the most 
important place in ancient Juda-
ism. It was destroyed when the 
Babylonians sacked Jerusalem in 
586 B.C.E. The Second Temple 
was built on the site of the First 
Temple and was completed in 
516 B.C.E. Sadly, the Second 
Temple was also destroyed, this 
time during the Roman siege of 
Jerusalem in 70 C.E. The de-
struction of the two Temples 
took place on the same day ð the 
ninth of Av - about 656 years 
apart. These two events were so 
tragic that the ancient rabbis 
declared the anniversary of the 
Templesõ destruction a day of 
mourning. This is the origin of 
Tisha B'Av.  

The ninth of Av also happens to 
be the day that Jews were ex-
pelled from England in 1290, as 
well as the day that King Ferdi-
nand and Queen Isabella ex-
pelled the Jews from Spain in 
1492. Other tragedies have oc-

curred on this day too. For in-
stance, on this day in 1940, 
Himmler presented his plan for 
the Final Solution to the Jewish 
problem to the Nazi Party.  Any 
way you look at it, the ninth of 
Av has not been a good day for 
the Jewish people.  

The Talmud says that òFrom the 
beginning of Av, we diminish 
happinessó (Mishnah Taõanit 4:6). 
In keeping with this sentiment, 
the last nine days of òthe three 
weeksó become increasingly 
mournful as observant Jews re-
frain from a number of prohib-
ited activities. For instance, dur-
ing these nine days Jews are not 
supposed to cut their hair or 
shave. This custom hearkens 
back to ancient times when a 
person showed they were in 
mourning by allowing their hair 
to grow. 

During òthe nine daysó many 
Jews refrain from drinking wine, 
eating meat or participating in 
activities meant to be entertain-
ing. Going to the movies, danc-
ing or going out to a fancy din-
ner are examples of such pleas-
urable pastimes. According to 
the Talmud, Jews are not sup-
posed to wash their clothes dur-

ing this period either, because 
wearing clean clothes is an en-
joyable experience. The purpose 
of all these prohibitions is to help 
people feel like true mourners 
by the time Tisha BõAv comes 
around on the ninth of Av. 

Tisha BõAv is a full fast day, 
meaning that no food or drink 
can be consumed from one eve-
ning to the next. Pregnant 
women, nursing mothers and 
those who are severely ill are not 
allowed to participate in the fast 
because doing so would endan-
ger their health. Observant Jews 
also refrain from bathing, wear-
ing make-up or leather shoes 
(both symbols of luxury) or hav-
ing sexual relations. Work is 
permitted on Tisha BõAv. 

Synagogue services on Tisha BõAv 
are an emotional experience. 
Because people are in mourning, 
they donõt greet each other at 
the synagogue and they some-
times sit on the floor instead of 
in seats. The following day, dur-
ing the morning service, men 
continue to express their sorrow 
by refraining from wearing te-
fillin.         

   (Source:  judaism.about.com) 

Avram:  òThe tuches!ó 

Tommy: òWell, you just keep 
your eyes on this took-iss, 
and donõt take them off ôtill 
we get to San Francisco!ó 

____ 

Zol dir vaksen tzibbeles 
fun pupik!  

Onions should grow on your 
navel!   

Tuches.   

Tush, tushy, fanny, bottom, 
butt. 

In the movie òThe Frisco 
Kidó, Tommy (played by Har-
rison Ford) leads Avram (the 
Rabbi played by Gene 
Wilder, who has just arrived 
in the US) out West by horse.    
Tommy: òWhat do you call 
this part of the horse?ó 

Zolst habn di senste 
vaybñnor nit keyn ze-
hrut.  

May you have the most beau-
tiful wifeñbut be impotent. 

____ 

Shmegegi.  

Idiot or a nobody. 

JEWISH H OLIDAYS:  JULYñ 17TH  OF TAMMUZ  AND  T ISHõA BõAV 
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òIõm a little verklemptó 

Avram:  òThe tuches!ó 

Tommy: òWell, you just keep 
your eyes on this took-iss, 
and donõt take them off ôtill 
we get to San Francisco!ó 

____ 

Zol dir vaksen tzibbeles 
fun pupik!  

Onions should grow on your 
navel!  

Zolst habn di senste 
vaybñnor nit keyn ze-
hrut.  

May you have the most beau-
tiful wifeñbut be impotent. 

____ 

Shmegeggi.  

Idiot or a nobody. 

  

JULY 

BIRTHDAYS 
Bill Silverman 7/6 

Fred Savage 7/9 

Harrison Ford 7/13 

Brian Austin Green 7/15 

Corey Feldman 7/16 

Phyllis Diller 7/17 

Wayne Wilson 7/21 

Rufus Wainwright 7/22 

Joyce Ratner 7/23 

Jack Delametter 7/23 

Lynda Carter 7/24 

JoAnna Kessler 7/28 

Hilary Swank 7/30 

http://judaism.about.com/od/daysofmourning/f/temple1.htm
http://judaism.about.com/library/2_history/leaders/bldef-p_solomon.htm
http://judaism.about.com/od/daysofmourning/f/temple2.htm
http://judaism.about.com/od/daysofmourning/a/tav_events.htm
http://judaism.about.com/od/daysofmourning/a/tav_events.htm
http://judaism.about.com/od/worshiprituals/f/tef_what.htm
http://judaism.about.com/od/worshiprituals/f/tef_what.htm
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PARTICIPATE,  
SPONSOR AN ONEG,  

JOIN,  DONATE 

Shabbat Services & Oneg are held at: 7:15pm on the 2nd and 4th Friday durin July and August 

*** Please come early to help set up and stay late to help clean up!!!***  

The John Thomas Resource Center of Dallas  2701 Reagan St., Dallas, TX  75219 

(corner of Reagan and Brown) 

ñññ 

Non-dairy Potluck Dinner/Learning Sessions are held at:  7:30pm on the 5th Friday of any month 
with a 5th Friday ñ this includes July!!! 

See Kibbitz and/or e-mail announcement for location  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sat Aug 8 @ 5:00 pm 

BEB Annual Summer Pool 

Party 

@ Ben Schepps home - details to 

follow 

JULY EVENTS 

Fri Jul 31 @ 7:30 pm 

5th Friday Potluck Shabbat  

@ the home of                              

a mystery congregant                

stay tuned for details 

JULY EVENTS 

Fri Jul 3 @ 6:45 pm 

Visit to BEB by the Student 

Group ETGAR 

Fried Chicken, nondairy potluck 

@ John Thomas Resource Center 

Beth 
El 

Binah 

JULY 2009  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3  

ETGAR 
6:45 pm 

4 

5 6 Happy B-

Day Bill 
Silverman 

7 8 9 10  Shabbat 

Services with 
Rabbi Leynor 
at 7:15 pm 

11 

12 Lone 

Star Park? 
13 14 15 16 17 18  GAY 

BINGO 

19 20 21 Happy B

-Day Wayne 
Wilson 

22 23  Joyce 

Ratner, Jack 
Delametter 

24  Shabbat 

Services with 
Rabbi Leynor 
at 7:15 pm 

25 

26 Lone 

Star Park? 
27 28 Happy B

-Day JoAnna 
Kessler 

29 30 31  5th 
Friday 
Potluck 
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Contribute for 2009!!! 

 

Please consider a donation to Beth El Binah when you want to help a friend or a loved one mark a mile-
stone, or remember those whose lives help shape who we are today.   

____ Building Fund  

for future purchase of a building.  

____ Don Wiener Memorial Scholarship Fund  

for members to go to meetings, conferences, etc.  

____ Joe Schusterman Adult Education Fund  

to assist with programs for adult education  

____ Music Fund  
____ Rabbinic Fund  

�I�R�U���S�D�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H���5�D�E�E�L�
�V���V�D�O�D�U�\���D�Q�G���Y�L�V�L�W�L�Q�J���5�D�E�E�L�V�·���Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�L�H�V 

____ Torah Fund  

used to pay for new Torahs and accessories  

____ Jewish Heritage Fund  

____ Siddur Fund* 

to pay for new books such as the new prayer books  

____ Tzedakah Fund  

 

 

In Honor of    ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

-or-   In Memory of ____________________________________________________________________________ 

-or- On the Occasion of _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Your Name and Address __________________________________________________________________ 

                                             _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Acknowledge to: (Name and Address)  ___________________________________________________ 

                                                                      ___________________________________________________ 

 

To Plate a Book:  

 �B�B�B�B�0�L�V�K�N�D�Q���7�·�I�L�O�D�K�������������������S�H�U���E�R�R�N 

 ____High Holiday Mahzor, $36.00 per book  

 ____Plaut Torah Commentary, Revised Ed. (2005), $60.00 per book  

 

Mail completed form with your check to: Congregation Beth El Binah, P.O. Box 191188, Dallas, TX 75219  

KIBBITZ INFORMATION 

If anyone has ideas about future 

Kibbitz articles or would like to 

write an article or place an ad in 

the Kibbitz, please contact 

jeffrey@bethelbinah.info 


