
time  for the rest of the 

year. 

So, in summary: 

JULY and AUGUST will 

have Friday night ser-

vices at 7:15 pm instead 

of 8:15. 

_______ 

Hopefully, not too confus-

ing:  ETGAR will be visiting 

on July 3 (the first Friday in 

July), and we will have a 

brief Shabbat service and 

then dinner and discussion 

beginning at 7:00 pm.   

We are going to mix things 

up during the hot Summer 

months of July and August.  

Try something new. 

Usually, we have Friday 

night services on the 2nd 

and 4th Fridays of every 

month ñ beginning at 

8:15 . 

Whatõs the new twist?: 

During July and August, we 

will have services on the 

2nd and 4th Fridays (as 

usual) one hour earlier 

ñ starting at 7:15 pm. 

Why?: 

1) Trying something new 

to break up monotony.            

2) Sometimes people are 

tired after the long 

work week and just 

want to settle in ñ by 

starting early, this may 

get more of us to come 

to services. 

3) Itõll leave plenty of 

time for friends who 

gather for the services 

to go out afterwards for 

snacks, coffee or even 

dinner. 

If the new time is liked, we 

may continue it at that new 

JULY AND  AUGUST: EARLIER FRI SERVICES 

RANDOM  JEWISH T RIVIA : MADONNA , MILK, MO  AND  MEL BY D. TAFFET 

Like a virgin: Madonna 
will be performing in Israel 
on September 1 as part of 
her òSticky & Sweetó Tour. 
Her last performance in 
Israel was in 1993 in Ha-
Yarkon Park in Tel Aviv. 
Since then, she has visited 
Israel twice because of her 
interest in kabbalah, but has 
not performed on those 
trips. 

 

Meanwhile é 
Madonna's ex: After tak-
ing home an Oscar for his 
portrayal of gay Jewish city 
councilman Harvey Milk, 
Sean Penn has signed for his 
next role as a Nazi hunter. 
The film, òThis Must Be 
The Placeó will begin film-
ing after he completes his 
current project, òThe Three 
Stooges.ó The stooges were 
also Jewish. 

Springtime for Hitler : 
The Mel Brooks musical, 
òThe Producersó opens in 
Berlin this month. The con-
troversy going on in Ger-
many is: can Germans laugh 
at Hitler? The German press 
has pointed out that the 
show was written by Mel 
Brooks who is Jewish and 
the show was a big hit in 
Israel.  (see also June Birth-
days) 
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T O  SPONSOR  THE     

JUNE 12 O NEG  

Hey everyone.  We are looking 
for YOUR help to sponsor the 
oneg after Shabbat services on Fri 
June 12. 

Itõs not much work and actually 
kinda fun ñ just bring snacks 
(cookies, fruit, veggies, cheese, 
brownies, whatever you want) 
enough for ~20 people to enjoy 
while schmoozing after Friday 
night services.   

INSIDE THIS ISSUE  

Bubba Meisehs  2 

Jews in MEXICO  2,10 

Birthdays  3 

FATHERõS DAY 3 

YIDDISH 3 

Marriagechurchstate  4 

Facebook and holo-

caust deniers  
4 

The evolving bible  5 

May beb photos  6 

Friends & family ser-

vices  
7 

visit by etgar  7 

Calendar  8 

Contribute to beb  9 

Painless fundraising  10 



Here are some things I learned 
the other day while my Daddy 
was at work (he left the com-
puter on). 

The Torah prohibits using differ-
ent species of animals at the 
same time. This is called Kil'ay 
Beheimo.  So, one may not pull a 
wagon with 2 different types of 
animals, e.g. a donkey and a 
horse.  Also, one may not ride in 
a wagon being pulled by 2 differ-
ent types of animals.  One may 
not even tie 2 different types of 
animals together to prevent 
them from escaping; this applies 
to birds as well. 

One may use a female and male 
of the same species as well as 
small and large animals of the 
same species. E.g. one could pull 
a wagon with a cow, a bull and a 
calf. 

The Torah forbids mating ani-
mals and birds of different spe-
cies - this is part of Kil'ay Be-
heimo. However there is no 
obligation to prevent them from 
mating naturally. 

A mule is the hybrid offspring of 
a male donkey and a female 
horse. A hinny is the hybrid off-
spring of a male horse and a 
female donkey. The way to tell 
them apart is by their ears, tails 
and bray. (Yes. All this is from 
the Kitzur.) 

One may not use a mule and a 
hinny together as they are con-
sidered as 2 distinct species. If 
their ears, tails and bray are simi-
lar then one can assume they are 
both the same animal. 

There is an opinion that one may 
not a mule at all - not even for 
riding on - as one would be using 

2 species simultaneously. 

House pets or any other animals 
that depend on you for their 
food, may be fed on Shabbat. 

Animals that do not rely on you 
for their food may not be fed, 
and you may not even throw 
them leftovers, with the excep-
tion of stray dogs. 

One may not feed pigeons as 
they are capable of fending for 
themselves. 

The custom to put out grain for 
the birds on Shabbat Shira (this 
week) is incorrect as birds do 
not rely on humans for their 
food. (One may put out grain for 
them before Shabbat.) 

fleeing pogroms in Russia and 
Romania came to Mexico. An-
other large wave of immigration 
occurred as the Ottoman Empire 
col lapsed, leading many 
Sephardic Jews from Turkey, 
Morocco, and parts of France to 
flee. Finally, a wave of immi-
grants fled the increasing Nazi 
persecutions in Europe during 
World War II. 

Today, there are around 40,000 
Jews in Mexico; it is one of just a 
handful of countries whose Jew-
ish population is projected to 
grow in the future.  There are 
several sectors in the Jewish 
community in Mexico, the big-
gest of which are the Ashkenazi 
community. The Mizrahi com-
munity is mainly Syrian immi-

There have been Jews in Mexico 
since Cortes conquered the Az-
tecs. Later, there arrived Jews 
escaping the Inquisition.  Some 
of these Spanish Jews were 
forced to convert to Catholicism 
(Conversos, but many main-
tained their Jewish religious 
practices in secret (for which 
many were killed in what is 
known as the Mexican Inquisi-
tion).  

Due to the power of the Catholic 
Church in Mexico, few Jews 
migrated there during the Span-
ish Colonial Period. In the 
1860s, a large number of Ger-
man Jews settled in Mexico as a 
result of invitations from Maxi-
milian I of Mexico. Beginning in 
the 1880s many Ashkenazic Jews 

grants who attend the Maguén 
David and Monte Sinai congrega-
tions. Mexican Jews refer to the 
Mizrahim as "judíos árabes" or 
"Arab Jews". The Sephardic 
community is primarily made up 
of descendents of Turkish immi-
grants, and also very old genera-
tions that descend from Spain. 
 
While most Jews in Mexico are 
concentrated in Mexico City, 
there are substantial Jewish com-
munities in Guadalajara, Mon-
terrey, and Tijuana. Recently, a 
small group of Mexican Jewish 
families has immigrated to 
Cancún. There is a small group 
of implanted American Jews 
who have relocated to the retire-
ment lake towns. 
 (cont. on last page) 
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Hmmm.  June was a toughy this 
year.  Usually, Shavuot falls in 
June, but this year it was May ñ 
so we talked about it last edition. 
That leaves us with bupkes (see 
below for definition) in terms of 
Jewish holidays for June. 

So, instead, we need to discuss 
Fatherõs Day. 

The first observance of Father's 
Day is believed to have been held 
on July 5, 1908 in a church lo-
cated in Fairmont, West Vir-
ginia, by Dr. Robert Webb of 
West Virginia at the Central 
United Methodist Church of 
Fairmont.  
Mrs. Sonora Smart Dodd of 
Washington thought independ-
ently of the holiday one Sunday 
in 1909 while listening to a 
Mother's Day sermon at the 
Central Methodist Episcopal 
Church at Spokane,  and she 
arranged a tribute for her father 
in June 19, 1910. She was the 
first to solicit the idea of having 
an official Father's Day obser-
vance to honor all fathers. 
It took many years to make the 
holiday official. In spite of sup-
port from the YWCA, the 
YMCA and churches, it ran the 

risk of disappearing from the 
calendar. Where Mother's Day 
was met with enthusiasm, Fa-
ther's Day was met with laugh-
ter. The holiday was gathering 
attention slowly, but the wrong 
reasons: it was the target of 
much satire, parody and deri-
sion, including jokes from the 
local newspaper Spokesman-
Review. Many people saw it as 
just the first step in filling the 
calendar with mindless promo-
tions like "Grandparents' Day", 
"Professional Secretaries' Day", 
etc. all the way down to 
"National Clean Your Desk 
Day". 

A bill was introduced in 1913, 
US President Calvin Coolidge 
supported the idea in 1924, and a 
national committee was formed 
in the 1930s by trade groups in 
order to legitimize the holiday. 
In addition to Father's Day, In-
ternational Men's Day is cele-
brated in many countries, most 
often on November 19. 

The officially recognized date of 
Father's Day varies from country 
to country. This section lists 
some significant examples, in 
order of date of observance.  In 

the USA, it is celebrated on the 
third Sunday of June.   
 
Of grammatical interest: 
Although normal English punc-
tuation guidelines indicate that 
the holiday should be spelled 
"Fathers' Day" (as it is a plural 
possessive), common usage dic-
tates that the ostensibly singular 
possessive "Father's Day" is the 
preferred spelling. 
Dodd used the "Fathers' Day" 
spelling on her original petition 
for the holiday, but the spelling 
"Father's Day" was already used 
back in 1913 when a bill was 
introduced to the US Congress 
as the first attempt to establish 
the holiday, and it was still 
spelled the same way when its 
creator was commended in 2008 
by the U.S. Congress. 

Shayna punim. 

A pretty face, usually said by 
an older person to a young 
kid while the kidõs cheeks are 
being pinched.   

_____ 

Shlump. 

A poor dresser, unstylish or 
with bad posture . 

Macher.   

Someone who is active in an 
organization.  E.g. That 
Diane Litke is a big Macher at 
BEB. 

____ 

Faygelah. 

A little bird.  Also, a dear and 
sweet little innocent child.  
Also, a homosexual. 

Loyn zolstu in bet-chakis 
iede dray minut oder 
iede dray chadoshim.  

May you run to the toilet 
every 3 minutes or every 3 
months. 

_____ 

Bupkes. 

Nothing (beans). 
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BIRTHDAYS 
Anderson Cooper 6/3 

Sandra Bernhard 6/6 

Prince 6/7 

Joan Rivers 6/8 

Boy George 6/14 

Prince William 6/21 

Prince Gary Sinclair 6/21 

Cyndi Lauper 6/22 

Linda Moidel 6/23 

Mark Stern 5/23 

June Lockhart 6/25 

Mel Brooks 6/28 

Michael Phelps 6/30 
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Options to get married have 
grown this year by proportions 
no one would have guessed just a 
few months ago. Until last year, 
the only places to get married in 
the United States were Massa-
chusetts and Connecticut (and 
California for awhile). Now, 
Iowa, Maine and Vermont have 
been added to the list of states 
that issue marriage licenses to 
same-sex couples.   

Unfortunately, we heard at the 
end of May what the California 
Supreme Court had to say about 
the issue.  New Hampshire 
passed marriage but that bill 
awaits the governor's signature. 

In New York, the governor in-
troduced a bill to the legislature 
and recognizes marriages per-
formed elsewhere. Israel also 
recognizes marriages performed 
elsewhere. 

 

With gay and lesbian marriage 
becoming more and more acces-
sible, here are some marriage 
facts to consider: 

While the divorce rate among 
heterosexuals remains at about 
50%, after about 10,000 same-
sex marriages in Massachusetts 
since 2004, only a few hundred 
have divorced, less than 10%. 

The average cost of a wedding 
gown is $1,317. The average 
New York City bride spends the 
most nationally at $2,206. Dou-
ble that for a lesbian couple go-
ing the traditional route. 

The average cost of a wedding, 
including the honeymoon, is 
$32,660. Gay couples can keep 
the travel costs down if one of 
them works for an airline. And 
what's the likelihood of that? 
With three of the top five air-
lines based in Texas, the odds 
here are very good. 

The average engagement ring 
costs $4,225. Do gays and lesbi-
ans do engagement rings? 

The governor of Nevada, where 
prostitution is legal, said he 
would veto a domestic partner-
ship law if it passed because "I 
just don't believe in it." He also 
said he would veto a tax pro-
posed by the Nevada Brothel 
Association that would tax each 
sex act performed in a brothel. 
In that case, the moral governor 
didn't say he didn't believe in 
prostitution. He said he didn't 
think this was the time for a tax 
increase. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

                                                                                      

In 1961, a monument with the 
Ten Commandments inscribed, 
was donated to the State of Texas 
by the Fraternal Order of Eagles 
of Texas. The granite sculpture 
was placed on the Capitol 
grounds in Austin. Interestingly, 
at the bottom of the tablet are 
two Magen Davids without any 
other religious symbols. 

  

 

 

According to HaAretz, Face-
book bans pictures of breast-
feeding. However, denying 
the Holocaust is not a viola-
tion of terms. After taking 
down several Holocaust deny-
ing sites, the popular social 
networking site decided to 
allow other Holocaust deny-
ing pages. 

 

Facebook was  founded by a 
Jewish Harvard student, Mark 
Zuckerberg. 

By David Taffet 
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Separation of Church and 

State by David Taffet  

 

Facebook allows 

holocaust 

deniers  


