
-based and all have huge 

social components.   

What can you do?  Well, if 

youõve never been to a Fri-

day night service, try one 

out ñ youõll love the sing-

ing, the Rabbiõs sermon, the 

Challah, and the Oneg 

(food and schmoozing after 

the service / youõll proba-

bly even enjoy the pray-

ing!!).  If you only go to 

services once every other 

month ñ try doubling that!  

How bout the upcoming 

Purim Party?  When was 

the last time you heard the 

Book of Esther read, got to 

dress up in costume like 

Queen Vashti or ate 

Hamentaschen?  Just Do It! 

2009 is off  to a great start 

for Congregation Beth El 

Binah.  During our last 

Board Meeting, we dis-

cussed some of our goals as 

a congregation for the rest 

of the year.  High on the list 

is the encouragement of 

increased participation of 

our members.  This could 

include increased atten-

dance at our twice-monthly 

Friday night Shabbat ser-

vices.  We would also love 

to see more of you at one of 

our major Jewish holiday 

events:  for instance the 

congregational Purim Party, 

Seder on the 2nd night of 

Passover, Hanukkah party, 

Yom Kippur Break the Fast, 

Sukkot Party, etc.  There 

are also other opportunities:  

in months with a 5th Friday 

there is a potluck dinner 

and learning session with 

the Rabbi usually at a con-

gregation memberõs home 

ñ you can show up or 

host!  There are also other 

special events such as the 

Black Tie Dinner and raffle.  

We are always in need of 

volunteers to help set up 

and clean up for all the 

above events and also to 

help sponsor and/or ar-

range Friday night onegs.   

There are just so many ways  

to increase your participa-

tion ñ all of these events 

are fun.  Most are spiritually

2009 BEB GOAL :  INCREASED PARTICIPATION  

RANDOM  JEWISH T RIVIA 

The type of government of 
the State of Israel is a Parlia-
mentary democracy 

On March 22, 1975 the UN 
General Assembly enacted 
Resolution 3379 which 
equated Zionism with Ra-
cism.  This resolution re-
mained active until its re-

peal on Dec 16, 1991.  

There have been over 100 
UN Security Council reso-
lutions regarding Israel, 
most of them censuring, 
condemning or deploring 
Israel, or urging and/or 
demanding Israel to do 
something.   

Jason Alexander, who 
played George Costanza on 
Seinfeld, was born Jason 
Scott Greenspan to Jewish 
parents in Newark, NJ.  
Newark was the birthplace 
of many famous and not-so-
famous Jews including Jerry 
Lewis, Philip Roth, Marvin 
Zigman and Jeff Kirsch. 
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W E N EED V OLUNTEERS  

T O  SPONSOR  APRIL 

O NEGS 

Hey everyone.  We are looking for 
YOUR help to sponsor the onegs 
after Shabbat services on Fri April 
10 and Fri April 24. 

Itõs not much work and actually 
kinda fun ñ just bring snacks 
(cookies, fruit, veggies, cheese, 
brownies, whatever you want) 
enough for ~20 people to enjoy 
while schmoozing after Friday night 
services.   

Please volunteer.  We canõt do this 
without you. (donõt make us beg)  
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Last month, we learned that 
dogs donõt need to òkeep ko-
sheró but that there are, none-
theless certain kashrut consid-
erations when feeding your 
dog. 
 

This month, I would like to 
discuss the order in which 
you should feed your pets.  
The Gemara states that you 
must feed your animals before 
you yourself eat. This is 
learned from the order of the 
verse found in Krias Shema - 
"And I will give grass in your 
fields for your animals and 
you will eat and be satisfied." 
The verse mentions food for 
animals and subsequently 
food for people. Some au-
thorities interpret this as a 
true Biblical command, while 
most understand this to be 
Rabbinical in nature. This 

halacha applies to one's ani-
mals, birds, and even fish, if 
they depend on a human to 
feed them. 
 
The importance of this re-
quirement is seen from the 
following halacha: Normally 
one who speaks between re-
citing a prayer and taking a 
bite of food must make an-
other prayer. However, if the 
interruption was made in 
order to tell someone to feed 
his/her animals, you need not 
repeat the prayer. 
 
On the other hand, you  are 
permitted to drink prior to 
giving your animals a drink. 
We learn this from Rivka 
who offered Eliezer water 
before giving some to his 
camels.  

However, if children and 
animals need to be fed at the 
same time, one must feed the 
children first if they are inca-
pable of feeding themselves. 
 
This commandment does not 
obligate a person to feed her 
animals every time she eats. 
Each animal has a different 
feeding schedule. The obliga-
tion is that before one eats, 
she should consider whether 
her animals also need to be 
fed. One need not attend to 
the feeding herself; she may 
appoint someone else to do it. 
Additionally, she must ensure 
that the needs of the animals 
are taken care of if they are 
hungry at any other time of 
the day. Even if one is fasting 
she must attend to their 
needs. 

located in the mountain re-
gion of eastern Afghanistan. 
The earliest tombstones date 
from 752-753 and the latest 
date from 1012-1249.  

There are only a few textual 

sources mentioning the pres-

ence of the Jews on the terri-

tory of modern Afghanistan 

before the 8th century. They 

consist primarily of Biblical 

commentaries and Responsa 

sent by the sages of the Tal-

mudic academies in Babylo-

nia. Various religious texts in 

Arabic and Hebrew collected 

by the Karaite Yaphet ben 

The Jewish communities of 
modern Afghanistan trace 
their beginnings to the Assyr-
ian Exile (720 BCE) and the 
Babylonian Exile (560 BCE). 
Although there is little ar-
chaeological evidence sup-
porting this traditional belief, 
various findings have pro-
vided material evidence to 
indicate a continuous Jewish 
presence on the territory of 
Afghanistan since the 8th cen-
tury CE until the 20th cen-
tury.  For instance, The dis-
covery of a Jewish cemetery 
in the city of Ghur in 1946 
testifies to the existence of a 
large and flourishing Jewish 
community there. Ghur is 

Heli de Basra in the 10th cen-

tury mention that the òLand 

of the Eastó is inhabited by 

Jewish communities. The 

òLand of the Eastó during the 

Middle Ages was associated 

with the Khorasan (literally 

the "Land of the Sunó) region 

and corresponded with north-

ern Afghanistan and neighbor-

ing regions of north-eastern 

Iran and southern parts of 

Central Asia.  
 

There are various estimates 

regarding the extent of the 

Jewish population  on the 

(cont. on last page) 
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Bubba Meisehs  
a monthly column for the 
Jewish pet owner written 

by Bubba Zigman  
(pictured above) 

with assistance from 
www.star-k.org 

Herat Synagogue Gate c. 1975 
 

Jewish 
Communities 
Around the 

World  



Purim (Hebrew:  
"lots") is a Jewish holiday that 
commemorates the deliver-
ance of the Jewish people of 
the ancient Persian Empire 
from Haman's plot to annihi-
late them, as recorded in the 
Biblical Book of Esther 
(Megillat Esther). According to 
the story, Haman cast lots to 
determine the day upon 
which to exterminate the 
Jews.  Purim is celebrated 
annually according to the 
Hebrew calendar on the 14th 
day of Adar. Purim is charac-
terized by public recitation of 
the Book of Esther, giving 
mutual gifts of food and drink 
(mishloach manot), giving 
charity to the poor (mattanot 
la-evyonim), and a celebra-
tory meal (se'udat Purim); 
other customs include drink-
ing wine, wearing of masks 
and costumes, and public 
celebration. 

Jewish exiles from the King-
dom of Judah who had been 
living in the Babylonian cap-
tivity (6th Century BCE) 

found themselves under Per-
sian rule after Babylonia was 
in turn conquered by the Per-
sian Empire. According to the 
Book of Esther, Haman, royal 
vizier to King Ahasuerus and 
an Agagite (interpreted in 
later sources as a descendant 
of the Amalekite king Agag) 
planned to kill the Jews. But 
his plans were foiled by 
Esther, who was made queen 
after his previous queen 
Vashti was dismissed, and 
Estherõs cousin  and palace 
official Mordechai. The Jews 
were delivered from being 
the victims of an evil decree 
against them and were instead 
allowed by the King to de-
stroy their enemies, and the 
day after the battle was desig-
nated as a day of feasting and 
rejoicing. 

During the public service in 
many congregations, when 
the reader of the Megillah 
mentions Haman (54 occur-
rences), it is customary for 
there to be boisterous hissing, 
stamping, and rattling. For 

noisemaking, others use a 
noisy rattle, called a grogger.   
This practice traces its origin 
to the Tosafists (the leading 
French and German rabbis of 
the 13th century). In accor-
dance with a passage in the 
Midrash, where the verse 
"Thou shalt blot out the re-
m e m b r a n c e  o f 
Amalek" (Deuteronomy 
25:19) . 

The Book of Esther prescribes 
"the sending of portions one 
man to another, and gifts to 
the poor" (9:22). Over time, 
this mitzvah has become one 
of the most prominent fea-
tures of the celebration of 
Purim.  According to the 
halakha, each Jew over the 
age of bar or bat mitzvah 
must send two different, 
ready-to-eat foods to one 
friend, and two charitable 
donations (either money or 
food) to two poor people, to 
fulfill these two mitzvot. 

Source: 

Wikipedia  

Ale tseyn zoln dir aroys-
faln, nor eyner zol dir 
blaybn-oyf tsonveytik. 

May all your teeth fall out, 
except one to give you a 
toothache.  

_____ 

Tsuris. 

Trouble. 

Zoln dir vaksn burekes 
fun pupik, in zolst pishn 
mit borsht. 

May a red beet grow out of 
your belly button, and may 
you pee borsht. 

____ 

Knaidlach. 

Matzoh balls. 

Gribenes. 

Crisp chicken or goose skin 
cracklings with fried onions 
that result when preparing 
schmaltz  (a kosher food 
somewhat similar to pork 
rinds) 

____ 

Tsi Bitsu Meshugeh? 

Are you crazy? 

JEWISH H OLIDAYS:  MARCH:  PURIM 
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Mrs. Doubtfire:  òYou 
should never buy 
gribenes from a          

mohel...itõs so chewyó 

Many communities also cele-
brate Purim by hosting carni-
vals, concerts or by putting on 
a Purim spiel (comedic play) 
that portrays the saga of Pu-
rim's origins and its cast of 

characters  

MARCH 

BIRTHDAYS 

Laraine Newman 3/2 

Chastity Bono 3/4 

Dee Snider 3/15 

Michael Rapaport 3/20 

William Shatner 3/22 

Jeff Kirsch 3/23 

Harry Houdini 3/24 

Ted Ross 3/29 

Gabe Kaplan 3/31 
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This yearõs congregational 
Purim Party is going to be 
held on Saturday March 14 at 
the home of Jeffrey Zigman 
(for the third year straight, so 
to say).  
 
The start time is 7:00 PM.  
Please bring a dessert for eve-
ryone to share (Dessert Pot 
Luck).  We supply the noise 
makers.  And to make it extra 
fun, weõd encourage you to 
wear a costume.  Now, if the 
costume is going to be a deal-
breaker, then forget the cos-

tume and bring yourself.  
That being said...the cos-
tumes make the evening more 
memorable (please check out 
the photos from the 2007 and 
2008 Purim Parties below 
and on the opposite page).  
The Rabbi will be there and 
there will be a traditional 
reading of Megillat Esther 
(The Book of Esther) ñ you 
remember, we all hold grog-
gers and make noise when-
ever Hamanõs name is men-
tioned.  If you have a special 
grogger, please bring it along.   

Details in brief: 
Event: BEB Purim Party 
When: Sat March 14 
Time:  7:00 PM 
Attire:  Costume (or regular 
clothes ok, too) 
Bring:  Dessert to share 
Location:  North Oak Cliff at 
home of Jeffrey Zigman 
Address:  1943 Mayflower 
Drive, Dallas, TX  75208 (on 
the corner of Mayflower 
Drive and Oak Cliff Blvd) -  
best to park on Mayflower Dr. 
and not Oak Cliff Blvd due to 
thru-traffic issues 

BETH EL BINAH  PURIM  PARTY : MARCH 14, 2009 
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Magilla Gorilla 
 
 
 
 
 

Megillat Esther 

Purim 2008: Hippie, 
Cowboy Host and 

Gypsy 

Purim 2008: look: 
some people who 
arenõt dressed up. 
They had fun, too. 


