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SOCIALIZING WITH CONGREGATIONAL MEMBERS

Happy May, and sorry {Many of us carpool in foamework that the congre-
the dday (in getting ou Oaklawn together and evgation provides to have fui Hey everyone. We are looki
t hi s mont hd meetfor dinner before sewith other likeninded in-| for YOUR help to sponsor t
vices and sometimes drimkgidualsfi  old, young,
after services. For mdale,® female, gay and

~ Fri May 22
So whatodos w y

It o6s not mu ¢ h

this article? | have be
thinking about all the gre

enjoy these times becaustraight.
get to hang out with people

kinda fumi just bring snack

g

onegs after Shabbat serviceg] on

wor K

(cookies, fruit, veggies, cheege,

times our members seen ;4 have interests in co@N€ thing that the Board i brownies, whatever you warg)

have when we get togett i yith me on many leffyNg to do this year is to oo™ pmoozing atter Frig
Ther eods al Wals. | start sBpgnsoring or encour night services.

that goes on before servi aging more social event
(often during servicis It is true that the Congrega-h a t arenot
shhh dondt tion provides a forum foa dBied around a Jewish holi-
and definitely after the s all to express our spiritudhy. So, be on the lookout
vicesi we get to unwincand religious feelings tfer those in the upcoming
after a long week, and ttgether as a communitynonthsfi for instance,
at the Oneg, nosh on scYeé that is extremelyGay Bingo at S4 in July

tasty...well...noshes, arimportant. But, at least fédopefully, some Sund

talk with friends who wme, equally or perhaps evmminches. Your ideas argBubba Meisehs

havenot s e e more important, is thdvedcome. Jews in Pakistan 2,10
Birthdays 3

RANDOM JEWISH TRIVIA: JEWS IN SPACE sy . Tarrer SHAVUOT 35
YIDDISH 3

The two most famous JewsSpace. 0 explosion.
Space were Captain Kirk
Mr. Spock (William Shatn
and Leonard Nimdy both

Jews). Of course, they work
for 0The Fede

Critique of BEB sedER

But all that's in the futur Now, Dr. Garrett Reismal :
Until recently, Jews have became the first Jewish resj'VH'TE HOUSE SEDER 4
fared well in space. Jews dent of the space statian) siack TIE information 5
space have gotten off tc While in space, he says he|put
rocky start. a mezzuzah over his sleepingag B&Omer 5
tquarters. Reisman spent thre
months on the space statior|.BEB Seder photos 6,7

Princess Leah, Carrie Fishe
Jewish. And second in cc
mand on O0Bab\

Until a recent mission to
International Space Staji

He is an engineer who per

ish. In one episode she sat | there have only been two Ot ¢ 0 5 sevhour space-| | Calendar 8
: Jews in space. Judith Re : .

for her father with her uncle was killed in the Challent walk, worked with the Space| Contribute to beb 9

rabbi. Certainly Mel Broo disaster in 1986 and lsr Station robotic arm and with

popularized the idea of Jew ' Dextre, a new robotic manipu-| Painless fundraising 10

astronaut llan Ramon v
lator.

space Wi th, |iedin the 2003 Columk

enough for ~20 people to enjdy

y
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How DOES SHABBAT OBSERVANCEAFFECT PET OWNERS?

I dondt maki@ following rules apply: 1) It therefore remain close to youjat
I dm just r el a forbidden to put a leash on all times, and the length of the

pet in a public area, or any p leash should remain taut; njler
There are four primary are Where it would take more th sagging within a handbreadtt} of
affected by the Shabbat Iz One lunge to catch it; leash the ground, and no more thaf] a
1) F e e d i n gpetbeforgou leave the house. handbreadth of extra leagh
2) "Trapping" One may not close a wind should dangle from your hand
3) Walking your pe (through which the pet can fe

4) Touching and petting bly escape) or door while the Touching and Petting Any
is in the home. This problem object which offers no immedi-

2 Feeding Feeding pets on Shs be circumvented by secur ate practica| use is Ca'ﬂd

| quired by the Torah to feed and close the door or by bo on Shabbat. According to cqn-

¥ . | pendant animals every day b|00ki319 t(;Ie doorway when }ventional Jewish law, animgs,
: fore we eat ourselves. Thig ©P€N (e doOr. too, fall into this category. ‘FE
Bubba Meisehs derived from the verse (De such, it is forbidden to pet, ho

a monthly column for the11:15): "I will give grass in yc Walking a PgtWaIking a pet or stroke an animal_ on Shap at,
Jewish pet owner writtenfields for your animal, and yon Shabbat is not problem unless the animal is in painjor
by Bubba Zigman shall eat and be satisfiedd Per se, as long as you avoid discomfort. ~However, certa

. for the animal is mentidnefdre Ying the animal or any pet prominent halachic authoritigs
(plcture_d above) food for oneself. cessories i n have argued that pets areofmta i
with assistance from included in the category @f

www.chabad.org Trapping Any act which re While the pet may be colla mulﬂzaﬂt all, because they h‘j e
stricts the freedom of an anir and leashed, it must be clear an ‘immediate practical use

is forbidden on Shabbat. If yYou are walking an animal, namely, providing people wi
pet is prone to running away, Carrying a leash. The pet n pleasure and companionship.

THE JEW|SH COMMUN|TY OF PAK|STAN (WIKIPEDIA)

According to the 1881 censuagtivities of the Bene Israe found in neighboring Afghaﬂm—]
there were 153 Jews in Sinkhrachi), the Karachi Bene stan) also formed a small cgm-
province. By 1919, this figurael Relief Fund (establishec munity in the northern city ¢
had risen to about 650. Befaugpport poor Jews in Karac Peshawar in the Northwilst
1947 there were about 2,5@Mhd the Karachi Jewish Synd Frontier Province. Peshawar vjas
Jews living in the Sindh provirféemed in 1918 to provic served by two synagogues.
of British India and most of thétomes to poor Jews at rea:

lived in Karachi. Most of theaéle rents). Some Jews migrated to Indig at
Jews were Bene Israel who had the time of independence frgm

migrated from Maharashtra aRdkarachi, the Magain Shal(Britain, but reportedly so

they lived as tradesman, art'sjgsf\agogue was built in 1€ 2,000 remained, most of th I;
poets, philosophers and ciyfhe synagogue soon becam Bene Israel Jews. The first rpal
servants. Some Baghdadi Jeffier of a small but vibr: exodus from Pakistan came spon
from Bombay could also bewish community, one after the creation of Israel ||n

-

_ found in the city. whose leaders, Abraham F 1948, which triggered multip
JeWISh ben, became a councilor on incidents of violence against Jgws
" A variety of associations existég corporation in 1936. in Pakistan including the sypa-
Communities to serve the Jewish community gogue in Karachi being set|jon
Around the in Pakistan such as the Yowagides the Bene Israel ancfire. The Karachi synagogpe
Man's Jewish Associatigaghdadi Jews, the two n became the site of-kméel
\/\lorld (fOUnded in 1903 and to encoﬂf‘ominent Pakistani Jewish ¢

age sports, religious and sogighities, Bukharan Jews (; (COnt. on last page)

n
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JEWISH HOLIDAYS: MAY: SHAVUOT / PENTECOST

Shavuot commemorates closure for the festival activilancient Israel, Jewish farm
anniversary of the day God ¢during and following the holic would tie a reed around the fi
the Ten Commandments and of Passover. Since Shavuot ripening fruits from each of the
Torah to Moses and the Israe curs 50 days after Passo species in their fields. At tf
at Mount Sinai. It is second Christians gave it the name |time of harvest, the fruits ider
the shalosh regalithe three tecost (“fiftieth day"). fied by the reed would be d
major Biblical pilgrimage fe: and placed in baskets wover """ : . .
vals (Passover being the first occording to Jewish traditic gold and silver. The bask One of the traditions assopi-
Sukkot the third). It marks t shayuot is celebrated in the L Would then be loaded on ox ated with the holiday of
conclusion of the Counting of |srael for one day and in Whose homs were gilded ¢ Shavuot is eating dairy|
the Omer. diaspora (outside of Israel) laced with garlands of flowe foods, such as BLINTZEP

two days. Reform Jéwele- and who were led in a granu
The date of Shavuot is dire brate only one day, even in Procession to Jerusalem. As the

linked to that of Passover. " diaspora. farmer and his entourage passed

Torah mandates the sewsk through cities and towns, they

Counting of the Omer, begigesides its significance as th would be accompanied by misic MAY

ning on the second day of F on which the Torah was giver and parades.  Pdrte!l! BIRTHDAYS
over and immediately follow goq to the Jewish nation ‘WO hoo. _ -

by Shavuot. This counting Mount Sinai, Shavuot is ¢ Diane Litke 5/2

days and weeks is understoc connected to the season of There are five books in Tan itlglnce Bass 5/4
express anticipation and de grain harvest in Israel. Durthat are known aslegillot

for the Giving of the Torah. (ne existence of the Temple ("scrolls”) and are publicly regnn B. Davis 5/5
Passover, the Jewish pe¢jerysalem, an offering of tin the synagogues on different

were freed from their ensla |gaves of bread from the wr Jewish holidays. The Book| Bfeanor Trachtenberg(5/8
ment to Pharaoh; on Shav harvest was made on Shavuc Ruth Megillat Ritborresponds

they were given the Torah to the holiday of Shavuot bott kyon Rickles 5/8
became a nation committed Shavuot was also the first da 'S descriptions of the barley a ian Morgan 5/11
serving God. wheat harvest seasons and Ruth's

which individuals could bring . .
. . Bikkurirgfirst fruits). ThBikKu- ?he5|5e to rtlaecom;e a rpemberdléfm Fields 5/12
FeStI\_/aI of Weds Festival _OSpeCieS for which the Land fined by their acceptance of
Reapingnd theDay of the Fir. |srael is praised: wheat, bar |oran. Moreover, the I|nea;g\Eny Rosenthal 5/20
refer to Shavuot were(a ives, and dates (Deut. 88) lists Klng David as Ruth S-gl’eavelyn Parris 5/22

solemn assembly), as it prov the |argely agrarian society ?E:agisf_n. Aociordir;)g. to Sfcr)adiBi” Scott 5/29

Jeffrey Zigman 5/25
COLORFUL YIDDISH PHRASE$W ORDS OF THE MONTH

Blintz. long, especially long stor Pisher.

i i Melissa Etheridge 5/24
A pancake, rolled aroundWéLth lots of qletalls, and ¢ A bedwetter. Also, a young;
used in place

filling, most often of cheeso(.er i amarol eo inexperienced person. Alsro,t ain
A traditional delicacy for S@- 9 a person of no consequénce,
co says, 0.

vuot. tty or rather, a nobody.

Henry Kissinger 5/27

S

Megillah. Alter kocker. Zaftig.

kAo?rotchety, old complaini

Usually describes the Boo a8fson. Aka an old fart.

Esther or the Book of Rut
Also can denote anything very

Juicy and plump. Also, a
buxom woman.
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CRITIQUE OF THE BEB &DERBY JEFFZiGmAN

S

oughly enjoyable second siinto it. Then there was t/ 28 people and each of us lilgely

' | must say, that | had a thsomehow seemingly infu:l think the final head count w

)

Frankly, | was pooped cKket, spinach soufflé, and po that number!

at the Resource Cent¢really moist and delicious b ate enough food for douty

e

- 2 . ~ .
‘ g?ergafnsgp;e\élgg;tvr;oe;agts \lfv;s gaeslep'arate vlegoetr;;ble Everyone was extremely He
home for the first nightmy also a dessert in there, but ful throughout the entire pro

A parents flew in, so | wanted mind is focused on the bris g:?vigf tsr?ettlpogoduDar;[ged;%%
W \ do it right. So, | was glad 1and the salad. " g ,

- to have to do it again for WOf course. we were aq:
What happens when you have an Wgond night. f 9 Special thanks must go out
Diane for all her help in pla

Orthodox health minister and several treated to homemade chic
cases of swine flu in Israel? Aftengfgll, the table settings we soup and matzoh balls fr
contracting swine flu would Just ot peautiful, with glass pla Neil and Marla. Also, spe:
o o and wine glasses on each t gefilte fish brought by Dia
gg\r,:r';rgfrftzaJT&?;;%;Q‘*S;XH';@?{H real silverware (not pa Litke, as well as a whole Ic
Health Minister Yakov Litzman d¥ates and plastic ware). A Sephardityle charoset mat Ano we donb
clared that the new name for the disgageh table had beautiful scby Diane and some Ashke '
would be Mexico flu. plates. charoset from Avrille. well House one), and also

Contributed by David Taffet, and based : . .
on reports by HaAretz and NPR T he caterers, arranged by J Hey, even the matzoh v Horwitz for using the disk

all the legwork in the past
putting together and publish

ning the seder (and of coulse
n

the congregational Haggaﬂah

B-th

g

to
]_

g

us
£[o]

Scotty Newman and Sangy

really outdid themselves tgoodfi the regular square¢ washers at their homes to clgan

year. As | recall, the me and the special Shmura ma all the nice glassware and
started with a salad with scthat Diane brought in. Paverware.

very tasty salad vinaigre over focuses alot on food

dressing with toasted wali this really was a savory sec

Sil-

First White House Seder

BETH EL BINAH SELECTED AS
BLACK TIE DINNER BENEFICIARY by David Taffet

BEB was selected as a beneficiary for the Black Tie Dinneiggaiidhéampaign trail, ab Rahm Emanuel, reported
year. We are very excited to participate in this evenBEgairn, dozen Jewish aides to cidid not. About 20 peopl

will need volunteers to help fulfill our obligations as a baﬂ?é'c'Barack Obama hel celebrated the seder in t

ary. One of these is to participate in a Black Tie Dinner c mégscl)(\?-ﬁr seder last year  White House private fam

tee. Both Becky and Amy have served on a Black Tie Din ¢ -
mittee in the past and they can tell you how interesting arll_iaf PRurg, PA, Sheratc dining room.

”
1071uU .

is. If you are interested or want to know more information, pifh&eX t Yy € ar 1 L \vnie House kitche

speak with Diane or Becky as soon as possible. It's a greatf@dgwegetoy one last li prepared koskstyle meal

involved in the community, meet new people and help our cengreyee d by Ob a that included matzo ball Sgu%,r

tion at the same tinféhe volunteer hours we contribute eachyear, t he Whi t e [ .

before, during, and after the dinner affect the amount of $$g e re- . brisket and kugel_, accord

ceive as an organization, so we really need your help. Th SR F"reS|dent Oba to the New York Times.

we receive as a beneficiary are crucial to the success of MiSEGhihe first White Hol

programs. If you are not able to devote time to volunteer oBE&I§r & history.

the Black Tie Dinner committees, please think about buyingl-ﬁéicg({gaer was conduche
i

to sit at one of the congreﬁ_laa o NG s tanl
or buying one or more of the Black Tie Dinner raffle tickets cc&?rsser, &, persona ¢
greagation will be selling. Raffle tickets to win a BMW SQvSgaior adviser David /
$100 each. Please see/contact Barbara or Becky if you 8HOfhterreported HaAret:
ested. More on the event tickets later in the yRdviser Valerie Jarrett

tended but Axelrod ar

he
y
P] W a
19
e D
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MAY HOL|DAYS CONTINUED - S"AVUOT (THANKS WIKIPEDIA.)

(cont. from p. 3) back to King Solomoiearly to be weksted for =~ 7
tion, David was born (portrayal of the Torah the momentous day ahezé}“ﬁl
and died on Shavuot.  "honey and milk are uncbut they overslept an Vﬁ

your tongue" (Song Moses had to wake the | )
One of the traditions as Songs 4:11). up because God was .
ciated with Shavuot is ¢ ready waiting on the moui

ing dairy foods such Another custom of Shav taintop. To rectify this flav
cheesecake and blintinvolves atlight Torahin the national characte
with cheese and other fstudy. This tradition gareligious Jews stay up
ings. One explanation 'back to 1533 when Ra night to learn ToraBon- Magilla Gorilla
the consumption of da Joseph Caro, author of gretation Beth El Binah w +
foods on this holiday is t Shulchan Aruirtvited his be holding a special Potlu

the Israelites had not 'Kabbalistic colleagues Dinner and Study Sessi

received the Torah, wihold a nighbong studyo n M& Kriday, wbich

its laws oghechit@itual vigil, in the course (just happens to coincic

slaughtering of animals). which an angel appeawith Shavuot. In honor ¢

the food they had prepa before them and corthe custom of Shavuot, v

beforehand was not in manded them to go live will forego the usual nor

cordance with these lavthe Israel. According todairy BEB potluck and ir

they opted to eat simfstory in the Midrash, tlstead will make this spec

dairy meals to honor tnight before the Torah v Shavuestyle getogether

holiday. Some say it he given, the Israelites retirin May, DAIRY.

ANOTHER JEWISH HOLIDAY IN MAY: LAG B O MER

Lag BaOmer is Hebrew shofihe Talmudstates that durin mysticismAccording to tradi- Ruth Bader Ginsburg
hand for 33rd 6imer Lag, or the time oRabbi Akiva4,000 tion, on the day of his death, | =
" . of his students died from a dirrevealed the deepest secrets
hire&e:gaﬁrdm)SSISIt ;zﬁs -sent plague during the coun the Kabbalah. Thousands of Ji Y
: .of the Omer. The Talmud th make a pilgrimage to bar Yoh: . ..
on the 33rd day of the countigges on to say that this was tomb inMeroneach year on this -
of the Omer, as counted frogause they did not show prc day. ;
the second dayRafssovemtil respect to one another, befitt .
the holiday 8havuot their level. The 33rd day of { The most wethown custom of *
The origins of the Omer coufPunt is the traditional day t | ag BaOmer is the lighting
are found in the Torah itself, {i'S Plague ended. bonfires. Some say that as | Megillat Ruth
Leviticu®3:1516, which states . Yohai gave spiritual I!ght to
that it is a commandment fter the death Bhbbi Akilea world with the revelat_|on of the
4,000 students, he taught Zohar, bonfires are lit to sym-
count seven complete WegkR students, among them R: bolize the impact of his teach-
from the day after Passover nighimon bar Yoch@ihe latter ings.
ending with the festivalSba- went on to become the grea
vuoton the fiftieth day. teacher of Torah in his geni as restrictions of mourning are
tion. The day jifted on this 33day of th8 I | S
There are a number of explaRie Celebrated as the annive count, weddings, parties, listen-

tions for why the 33rd day § the death, of bar Yohai, whing to music, picnics, and hair-

treated as a special holiday. believed to have authored cyts are commonly scheduled to
Zohar a landmark textJawish coincide with this daiedia
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