
someone who took the hate 
speech of the radical right to 
heart may have committed the 
crime, the murderer may not 
be a part of that community: 

The murderer was dressed in 
black, head to toe. Black re-
minds us of the ultra-
Orthodox dress, but the Or-
thodox do not dress as the 
murderer was dressed.  The 
murderer was quite accom-
plished in the use of his 
weapon. The ultra-Orthodox 
have a military exemption and, 
of all Israelis, are the least 
likely to be marksmen or even 
to be armed.  While they 
speak hate about the LGBT 
community, there is little ac-
tual violence in and around the 
ultra-Orthodox community. 
Lots of shunning, but no ston-
ing or beheading.The mur-
derer escaped on motorcycle. 
The ultra-Orthodox donõt run 
around Tel Aviv on motorcy-

cles.   By David Taffet 

On Saturday night, August 1, a 
masked gunman entered the 
Tel Aviv LGBT center. Two 
were killed and about a dozen 
others were wounded. Mem-
bers of Beth El Binah visited 
the center on the Jewish Fed-
eration of Dallas LGBT trip to 
Israel. 

Nir Katz and Liz Troubishi 
were the two killed. Nir was a 
counselor who facilitated the 
youth group. Liz was a teen 
straight ally who was at the 
center with friends. At the 
time of the attack, they were 
playing cards and board games. 

On August 3, Congregation 
Beth El Binah organized a can-
dlelight vigil to honor the Tel 
Aviv victims. Diane Litke led 
the 50 attendees in Kaddish 
and MiShaberach. The Jewish 
Federation and Bnai Zion were 
cosponsors as were Youth First 
Texas and the Resource Cen-
ter of Dallas. Other groups 

represented at the vigil were 
Valiente, Rainbow Lulac and 
Fairness Fort Worth. 

The latest information we have 
comes from CenterLink, the 
association of LGBT commu-
nity centers based in New 
York. CenterLink executive 
director Terry Stone (formerly 
director of Oak Lawn commu-
nity Services) has been in 
touch with Jerusalem Open 
House & Terry has been keep-
ing the Dallas Voice & BEB up 
with current information. 

Currently, nine people remain 
in the hospital. Eight were 
youth and a ninth was another 
counselor. They are expected 
to remain hospitalized while 
receiving physical therapy.  

No progress in the investiga-
tion has been reported, how-
ever some evidence points to 
someone other than an ultra-
Orthodox extremist, as is 
widely suspected. While 

Murders at the Tel Aviv LGBT Center  
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Not-so-well-known customs of 
Yom Kippur: 

There is a custom among many 
people to eat kreplach on the day 
before Yom Kippur. Kreplach are 
bits of meat hidden in pockets of 
dough and they are eaten in soup. 
The reason for this is that we hope 
and pray that G-d will hide our 
sins when we repent.  

On Yom Kippur we are forgiven 

all our sins, and therefore we are 
absolutely pure, like angels. It is 
therefore the custom to wear 
white clothing, to appear like 
angels. It is also one of the many 
reasons we are forbidden to eat on 
Yom Kippur, since angels do not 
eat.  

It is customary to eat fish at the 
morning meal on Erev Yom Kippur.   
Also, many have the custom to eat 

twice as much food during the 
daytime before Kol Nidre than is 
eaten during a usual day.   

On Yom Kippur, eating and 
drinking, bathing, anointing, 
wearing leather shoes and sexual 
relations are prohibited.  

And arenõt we happy that malkut 
(flogging) is no longer a com-
monly performed custom on the 
day before Yom Kippur.  
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W E N EED V OLUNTEERS  

T O  SPONSOR  THE      

SEPTEMBER  11TH  AND  

25TH  ONEGS 

Hey everyone.  We are looking 
for YOUR help to sponsor one of 
the onegs after Shabbat services 
this September. 

Itõs not much work and actually 
kinda fun ñ just bring snacks 
(cookies, fruit, veggies, cheese, 
brownies, whatever you want) 
enough for ~20 people to enjoy 
while schmoozing after Friday 
night services.   

Thanks 
to Bill 
Silver-
man 
for 
spon-
soring  
the 
Friday 
August 
28th 
Oneg!! 

We 
hope 
to see 
you all 
there!! 



Kaparot is a custom in which 
the sins of a person are sym-
bolically transferred to a 
fowl. First, selections from 
Isaiah, Psalms and Job are 
recited; then a rooster (for a 
male) or a hen (for a female) 
is held above the person's 
head and swung in a circle 3 
times, while the following is 
said: "This is my exchange, 
my substitute, my atonement; 
this rooster/hen shall go to its 
death, but I shall go to a 
good, long life, and to 
peace." The hope is that the 
fowl, which is then donated 
to the poor for food, will take 
on any misfortune that might 
otherwise occur to the one 
who has taken part in the rit-
ual, in punishment for his or 
her sins.  

But how can this be a custom, 
especially in light of our pre-
vious discussions in this col-
umn about cruelty to ani-
mals?? 
Kaparot is not mentioned in 
the Torah or Talmud. The 
custom is first discussed by 
Jewish scholars in the ninth 
century.  Several Jewish sages 
strongly opposed kapparot. 
Rabbi Solomon ben Abraham 
Aderet , one of the foremost 
Jewish scholars of the 13th 
century, considered it a hea-
then superstition. The Ram-
ban and Rabbi Joseph Caro 
called it "a foolish custom" 
that Jews should avoid. They 
felt that it was a pagan custom 
that mistakenly made its way 
into Jewish practice.  How-
ever, the Kabbalists perceived 

in this custom mystical signifi-
cance which strongly ap-
pealed to many people. This 
greatly enhanced the popular-
ity of the kaparot ritual down 
to the present day.  
There is a substitute cere-
mony that is widely practiced 
today instead.  Money is sub-
stituted for the bird. The 
money is put into a handker-
chief which the person swings 
3 times around his/her head 
while reciting a modified say-
ing :"This money shall go to 
charity, and I shall go to a 
good, long life, and to 
peace." Hence, the height-
ened sense of repentance can 
be kept, and perhaps even 
enhanced, since no bird has to 
die or suffer for our sake.  

www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org  

Iceland and the Faroe Isles. In 
1710 Abraham Levin and 
Abraham Cantor were given 
similar responsibilities. Isak, 
Cantor's son, took over from 
his father in 1731.  In 1815, 
the Ulricha, a Jewish trade 
ship rented by Ruben Moses 
Henriques of Copenhagen, 
arrived in Iceland. In 1906, 
Fritz Heymann Nathan came 
from Denmark and quickly 
became a prosperous mer-
chant. In 1913, he founded 
Nathan & Olsen in Reykjavík. 
In 1916, Nathan built the first 
big building of Reykjavík, 
with five stories. It was the 
first building to be lit by elec-
trical lights. 
 
During the early 1900s,  Ice-
landic immigration policy 

The Icelanders knew the Jews 
from the Bible, and called 
them Gyðingar. The term was 
used since the 11th century 
and is apparently a diminutive 
of Guð (God). The Gyðinga 
Saga, the Saga of the Jews, 
was written in the 13th cen-
tury. It is a translation of the 
First Book of Maccabees and 
fragments from the writings 
of Flavius Josephus. 
 
The first Jews to come to 
Iceland were traders. Daniel 
Salomon, a Polish Jewish con-
vert to Christianity, came to 
Iceland in 1625.  In 1704, 
Jacob Franco, a Dutch Jew of 
Portuguese origin who was 
living in Copenhagen, was 
appointed to be in charge of 
all tobacco exports sold in 

generally followed that of 
Denmark's. In May 1938, 
Denmark closed its gates to 
the Austrian Jews and Iceland 
did the same a few weeks 
later.  Several Jews were ex-
pelled from Iceland at this 
time.   The Jewish population 
of Iceland again grew in the 
1940s with the arrival of Brit-
ish and American servicemen.  
In 1940, Yom Kippur was 
observed for the first time in 
Iceland. This marked the first 
Jewish service in the country 
since the Icelanders embraced 
Christianity in the year 1000.  
 
Despite the tiny population of 
Jews in Iceland today, the 
First Lady of Iceland is Dorrit 
Moussaieff. She is an Israeli 
Bukharian Jew.  

T HE EREV YOM  K IPPUR RITUAL  KNOWN  AS KAPAROT 
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Yom Kippur, also known as 
the Day of Atonement, is the 
most solemn and important of 
the Jewish holidays. Its cen-
tral themes are atonement 
and repentance. Jews tradi-
tionally observe this holy day 
with a 25-hour period of fast-
ing and intensive prayer, of-
ten spending most of the day 
in synagogue services. Yom 
Kippur is the tenth and final 
day of the Ten Days of Re-
pentance which begin with 
Rosh Hashanah. 

According to Jewish tradi-

tion, God inscribes each per-

son's fate for the coming year 

into a "book" on Rosh Hasha-

nah and waits until Yom Kip-

pur to "seal" the verdict. 

During the Ten Days of Re-

pentance, we try to amend 

our behavior and seek for-

giveness for wrongs done 

against God and against our 

fellow human beings. The 

evening and day of Yom Kip-

pur are set aside for public 

and private petitions and con-

fessions of guilt (Vidui). At 

the end of Yom Kippur, one 

considers him/herself ab-

solved by God. The Yom 

Kippur prayer service in-

cludes several unique aspects. 

One is the actual number of 

prayer services. Unlike a 

regular day, which has three 

prayer services (Ma'ariv, the 

evening prayer; Shacharit, the 

morning prayer; and Mincha, 

the afternoon prayer), or a 

Shabbat or Yom Tov, which 

have four prayer services 

(Ma'ariv; Shacharit; Musaf, 

the additional prayer; and 

Mincha), Yom Kippur has five 

prayer services (Ma'ariv; 

Shacharit; Musaf; Mincha; 

and Ne'ilah, the closing 

prayer). The prayer services 

also include a public confes-

sion of sins (Vidui) and a re-

enactment of the special Yom 

Kippur avodah (service) of 

the Kohen Gadol (High 

Priest) in the Holy Temple in 

Jerusalem. 

On the eve of Yom Kippur, 
we recite the Kol Nidre 
prayers.  Its name is taken 
from the opening words, 
meaning òAll vowsó: All per-
sonal vows we are likely to 
make, all personal oaths and 
pledges we are likely to take 
between this Yom Kippur and 
the next Yom Kippur, we 
publicly renounce. Let them 
all be relinquished and aban-
doned, null and void, neither 
firm nor established. Let our 
personal vows, pledges and 
oaths be considered neither 
vows nor pledges nor oaths. 

The leader and the congrega-

tion then say together three 

times òMay all the people of 

Israel be forgiven, including 

all the strangers who live in 

their midst, for all the people 

are in fault.ó The Torah 

scrolls are then replaced, and 

the customary evening service 

begins. 

Gud Yun Tif.   

Good Yom Tov.  Something 
you say to someone else on a 
major Jewish Holiday. 

____ 

Tsores mit yoykh iz 
gringer vi tsores on 
yoykh.   

Troubles with soup are easier 
than troubles without soup. 
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Im hayu samim et 
hamo'ach shelcha b'tar-
negol, hu haya ratz ya-
shar l'shochet tafsik 
lezyen. 

If they had to put your brain 
in a chicken, it would run 
straight to the butcher.  

____ 

Der emes ken arumgeyn 

a naketer; dem lign darf 
men bakleydn. 

The truth can walk around 
naked; the lie has to be 
clothed.                                                                                                   

____ 

A shaynem dank dir im 
pupik.  

Many thanks in your belly 
button (thanks for nothing). 

SEPTEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS 

Clint Risner 9/3 

Dr. Drew Pinsky 9/4 

Boaz Adler 9/7 

Adam Sandler 9/9 

David Taffet 9/15 

Prince Harry 9/15 

Gal Lahat 9/17 

Joan Jett 9/22 

Jason Alexander 9/23 

Janeane Garofalo 9/28 

Fran Drescher 9/30 
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August 8 was a beautiful day 
in Plano.  And late afternoon 
was no less glorious than the 
earlier part of the day.  For a 
whole bunch of us, we had 
the pleasure of spending time 
with BEB friends and some 
others at the BEB Summer 
Pool Party hosted once again 
at the home of Ben Schepps. 

There was the pool and the 
hot tub.  There was the deli-
cious food:  br isket 
(marinated and prepared to 
mouth-savoring perfection by 

our host), all beef bratwurst, 
potato salad, cole slaw and a 
whole lot more.  Once again, 
we were treated by Ben to a 
house recipe Sangria as well 
as an assortment of cold so-
das, water and beer.  Benõs 
mom even pitched in and 
helped out with the straw-
berry-infused, angel food 
cake/jello dessert. 

The photos included here 
mostly show everyone in 
their dry clothes states.  I was 
instructed specifically NOT 

to show a lot of bathing suit 
pictures because òwomen 
donõt like having their pic-
tures taken in bathing 
suits.ó  (who knew??) Diane 
did sanction the pool pic in-
cluded below.   

All in all, it was a great time.  
Thanks to Ben for all the 
work he put in to opening his 
house to the congregation for 
this very fun and relaxing 
Summer event! 

BEB SUMMER POOL  PARTY  2009  
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